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Chairman’s Chatter – Ken Satterthwaite. 
 

Hi one and all, well what can I say, so far it has been a non-year 
with the lockdown and age restrictions for us and many of you I 
suspect, life has been pretty mundane, thank god it has been summer 
so that we could get out in the garden which we have been very 
busy with this year. We have had visits to restaurants for Sheila’s 
birthday in July and a couple of other times plus we are back doing 
our own food shop.   We also have visits from immediate family, but 
other than that, like all of you I suspect, every other holiday, reunion 
and outing is on hold, thought we are still smiling. 
 
Now down to mundane association business. As you will read 
further on, as we are not holding a reunion this year to meet the 
requirements of our constitution we are going to hold the AGM by 
post etc., I therefore hope you will enter into the spirit of it and 
make votes or comments where required. 
 
As you are aware, I will be retiring as chairman at the AGM and the 
nomination of Keith Batchelor to take up the mantle is most 
welcome from my point of view. He has been untiring as our 
archivist amassing many items of interest and supplying arcuate 
information to enquirers, I am sure his professionalism and 
dedication will be carried across to the post of Chairman So I hope 
you will give him your full support. 
 
I have been honoured to have been your chairman for the last 10 
years taking over from George was a challenge and I think we have 
seen some grand times together. As we have had a footfall from 
Norway to Dorset and attempted to keep our association in the 
public eye. Our liaison & support to Southwick Sea cadet unit and 
the B&SU at HMS Raleigh has kept us touch with naval 
organisations, long may they continue. I have seen many any old 
shipmates cross the bar and I hope they rest in peace. I could not 
have carried this duty out without the support of you the 
membership and the committee, the latter keeping me on the straight 
and narrow, plus making my life a lot easier undertaking the hard 
work in their various duties, so I thank them whole heartly. 
 
I hope that I shall have the pleasure of seeing you all again in April 
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2021 So in the words of a gunner – The communication number 
on the gun on looking down the barrel said “Cordite burning 
brightly projectile on its way -this will be my Last Report” 
 
‘Dismiss the old horse in good time, lest he fail in the lists and 
spectators laugh- Horace Epistles-8BC.’ 
 

‘The Navy’s Here’ 
 
 
 

       .”Ken Satterthwaite          

 

 

 

——————————————————————————— 

 

Membership 

 

Later on in this newsletter you will see a Membership Report for the 

year 1st April 2019-31st March 2020.   I’ll therefore start this report 

from where that one ends.   So, starting from 1st April 2020 our 

numbers were: 

    At 1/4/20        Now 

Life/Full Ship members       44               40 

Associate members        31               33 

Honorary members          5                 5 

   Total         80      78 

 

Since the 1st April this year we have lost 4 more members, 2 of 

whom have passed over the bar: 

 

S/M Cdr. A.G.F. Crosbie   D57   Died 2/4/20 

S/M R. Syson  D57   Died 28/4/20    

and sadly S/M P. Gardner D57 resigned his membership because of 

the loss of his eyesight.   One more has not paid his subs for this year. 

Two new Associate members have joined us though.   They are Mrs 

Olive McMillen and Ms. Vicki Floyd, relatives of the late Vic Floyd 
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who served as a Yeoman of Signals in Cossack L03 1939-1941, Vicki 

his daughter and Olive her cousin.   A warm welcome to them both. 

 

As you will see later in this newsletter, changes are afoot but an 

immediate one is that after this newsletter I shall be standing down 

and our Hon. Secretary will take on full responsibility for 

membership matters 

———————————————————————————-- 

A word from the Editor 
 

The Hon. Sec/Treasurer has sent me a number of items to be included 

in this issue of the newsletter.   They seem to fall into three sections 

so I’ll put them in that order and hope it will make sense to you. 

 

Section 1  Secretary’s Update 

 

Section 2  The AGM, its postponement consequences and 

   the proposed alternative, plus supporting reports. 

 

Section 3  The next reunion 

 

If I may I’d like to get in first and explain why it is that I need to  

stand down from the jobs of Membership Assistant and Newsletter 

Editor.     

 

I’m not sure of the date when George Toomey started the Association 

but I think it was in 1992.   The first newsletters were knocked up by 

George on an ancient typewriter and printed on an equally ancient 

photo-copier, both of which he got from a local auction (I think he 

offered the lowest price to take them away!) 

 

In 1994 the typewriter started having problems so I offered to help 

out.   George would send me notes about what he wanted in the 

newsletter, I would set it up on my computer, print a copy to send 

back to George so that he could make the appropriate number of 

copies and send them out to members.   In 1993 there were just over 

130 members so you have to regard George as a bit of a hero I think. 
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About that time I took on the job of Membership Secretary & 

Accounts.   By 1997 though George’s photo-copier was costing more 

to keep going than to get the copies made commercially and George 

asked me to take on the job of producing the newsletters.    The 

second newsletter of ‘97 was the first in a new format - The Cossack 

Chronicle was born and has remained in the same booklet format as 

today. 

 

I’ve therefore been involved with the newsletters for just about 25 

years!   In 2007 I asked to be relieved of some of the work.   I was 

Secretary and Treasurer, with the additional jobs of Membership 

Secretary, Newsletter Editor and Website Manager.   Fortunately 

Doug Parkinson agreed to take over as Membership Sec. 

 

In 2014 I appealed again to lose some of the work and was much 

relieved when Debbie volunteered to take over as Secretary, doubly 

so when she also took over the Treasurer’s post the following year. 

 

Nearing my 90th birthday, in 2018 I again asked for someone else to 

take on the newsletter.   Instead I found myself taking on the 

Membership work again when Doug decided to stand down and no 

one in line to take his place. 

 

For the last couple of years or so I have been suffering with osteo 

arthritis, first of all in my left knee and hip, then my right knee, and 

now it has spread to my hands.  On the cusp of my 91st I’ve decided 

that things can’t go on.   This will be my last newsletter. 

 

In spelling out all the above I hope you don’t think I’m asking for 

sympathy.   I just want your understanding - and someone to 

volunteer to take it on for the future. 

       Peter Harrison  

———————————————————————————-- 
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SECRETARY’S UPDATE 

Our 2020 reunion was to be a special year dedicated to the 80th 

Anniversary of the ‘Altmark Incident’ however due to this awful 

pandemic that has swept across the globe we have had to firstly 

reschedule & now cancel the 2020 Reunion.  This will now be 

remembered during the 2021 reunion. 

 

The role of membership secretary was shared by Peter Harrison 

& myself this year with the majority of cheques being sent to me 

directly, it is now being proposed to incorporated this role fully 

into the secretary’s role, with the provision that membership 

cards will not be sent as a receipt unless requested. 

I thank everyone for the timely payment of their subs and 

confirm that next year’s membership fee of £5 will remain for 

2021.   Thank you also to everyone who also left a donation. 

 

The hmscossack.co.uk website unfortunately had a setback when 

we lost some of the data, namely the ship’s companies’ data & 

ships history during a routine update, thankfully Keith was able 

to send a copy of the ship’s histories and apart from photographs 

& maps these have been restored. The main issue is the ship’s 

company lists which are in the process of being retyped, my 

apologies to anyone trying to find their name & details. 

 

After many years of producing our excellent newsletter Peter has 

decided it is time to step down, so we are eager to find a 

replacement editor who can take on the task. 

 

I hope that you & your families are all keeping well & hope to 

welcome many of you to the 2021 Reunion. 

 

Debbie 

—————————————————————————————- 

 



Dear Members 
 
Annual General Meeting 
 
In response to the Coronavirus pandemic, and the cancellation of this 
year’s Reunion, it has been decided to publish our AGM 
documentation in this version of the Newsletter and for all members 
to be given the opportunity to Vote on the resolutions. 
 
How this will work 
 
Following on from this will be the AGM agenda, Chairman’s Report, 
Financial Report & Accounts Summary, Membership report, 
Archives Report and a copy of the updated Constitution that was 
proposed & accepted at our last AGM. Members are asked to read 
these & also refer to May 2019 newsletter & the minutes of the 2019 
Reunion. 
 
Members will then have until the 5th November 2020 to raise any 
questions, objections or abstain on one or more of any of the items up 
for votes either by email to secretaryhmscossack@outlook.com or by 
posting to 23 Apsley Road, Southsea, Hants PO4 8RH. Those 
received will be distributed to all the committee members for 
discussion & a response. 
 
Any questions or proposals raised under ‘Any other business’ will be 
published in the next newsletter or held over to the 2021 AGM. 
Then on the 28th November the members of the committee, with the 
knowledge of any objections, abstains or amendments will be asked 
to vote on passing the resolutions in the agenda. 
 
Kindest regards 
Debbie Taylor 
Secretary/Treasurer. 

————————————- 
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H.M.S. COSSACK ASSOCIATION 
AGENDA FOR THE AGM 2020 

 
1.   Acceptance of the Minutes of the last AGM (published in 
       Newsletter – May 2019)  
 
2.   Chairman’s report 
 
3.   Membership Secretary’s Report 

 
4.   Acceptance of Accounts for the year ended 31st March 2020 

(distributed to members with Newsletter – June 2020, copy 
attached) 

 
5.   Financial report 
 
6.   Acceptance of the changes to the Constitution as set out in the 

draft (Copy attached) 
 
7.   Election/Re Election of officers for a 2 year term 
 

      (1)   Chairman – proposed Keith Bachelor 
 
      (2)   Secretary – Debbie Taylor (Re-election) 

 
      (3)   Membership Secretary – proposed merge with      

   Secretary position 
 

      (4)    Editor of Newsletter - proposals required 
 

8.   Archivist report 
 
9.   Donations to charities for 2020-21 – proposed £500 to TS 

Southwark 
 
10.  Any other business 
 

(1)   Future of Newsletter 
 

11.  Date of next meeting 17th April 2021  
 

——————————————- 
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H.M.S. COSSACK ASSOCIATION 

INCOME & EXPENDITURE ACCOUNT FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31ST 

MARCH 2020 
     31.03.2020            31.03.2019 

INCOME 

Reunion Donated items Raffle                145.14                         192.00 

Reunion Dinner - non members            54.00                         108.00 

Subs 2018-19                                                 0.00                         750.00 

Subs 2019/20                                             185.00                         170.00 

Subs 2020/21                                               15.00                           10.00 

Subs 2021/22                                                 5.00                             0.00 

Bank Interest                                               40.78                           26.94 

Donations                                                  335.00                         528.17 

Slops                                                            20.00                             4.00 

  Total Income                   799.92                      1,789.11 

EXPENDITURE 

Reunion - Expenses re Prizes etc              452.20                           41.97 

Reunion - DJ, Hall Hire & Tips,  

Decorations etc                                          635.00                        200.00 

Reunion - IOW Reunion Costs &  

Members Subsidies                                       0.00                      1,240.00 

Reunion - Guest & Drink cost                  532.26                         483.75 

Reunion 2020 - Deposit                            295.00                         295.00 

2019 Cadet Awards                                                                        80.93 

Stationery                                                    88.30                          34.12 

Postage Costs                                            297.00                        242.46 

Other Costs, printing                                   55.23                          28.48 

Newsletter Printing Costs                          344.40                        275.77 

Archives Expenses-Storage,Van Hire etc 263.66                     4,091.84* 

Website Costs                                            142.25                     4,119.82** 

Welfare & Donations                              1,000.00                    1,180.93 

Equipment                                                  380.43                           0.00 

Bank Charges                                             249.45                       246.75 

  Total Expenditure        4,816.11                  12,480.89 

CASH 

 

NatWest Business Reserve A/C        18,009.12             22,029.47 

NatWest Current A/C                                 1,959.38                   1,955.22 

Total Cash (at Bank and in Hand)            19,968.50                 23,984.69 

 

*    Storage for 3 years, 2018,2019,2020 

**  New website and Domains/Website platform/security for                     

2019/2020/2021 

================================================= 

10 



THE CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 
 
To save complicating things any more than they are, the Chairman 
has combined his AGM report with the current one he always 
provides for the newsletter.   So, please re-read his report on pages 3-
4 again! 
 
———————————————————————————-- 
 
 

TREASURER’S YEAR END REPORT APRIL 2019 – MARCH 

2020 
 

We began this financial year with a healthy bank balance and no 

financial commitments for the coming year other than the Association 

annual reunion costs plus the other running costs for the newsletter, 

membership & website. 

 

The next 3 years achive storage plan which is now our other main 

expense is not due until 2021. 

 

In order to make the accounts process easier & in line with other 

clubs & associations of our type we have made a few changes to the 

way we present the accounts going forward. 

 

(a)   We have written off the depreciation from long disposed of              

  Assets of £81.07. 

(b)   We will no longer publish a full statement of accounts as      

    required by companies or charities that are registered, instead    

    we will produce a one page Income & Expenditure summary 

    which will be supported by a statement from the treasurer. 

(c)      Accounts will no longer be sent away for an audit, instead 

    the accounts & all statements, income journals & invoices/

    receipts will be on display from the Friday at the reunion for 

    members to view prior to the AGM acceptance vote. 

(d)    Two bank signatories will have online access to the bank    

   accounts to view transactions and counter sign if required as 

   per the bank mandate in place. 
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In regards to the online banking we now have free online banking 

due to the type of account we have, rather than Bankline that we have 

been using for a couple of years which is a monthly charge and 

Natwest have refunded us with £250 towards that charge. 

 

Our reunion deposit paid for 2020 has been transferred over to 2021, 

Raffle prizes purchased for the reunion by the association will also be 

held over for 2021. 

Slops, the last of what we have will be available at the 2021 reunion,  

after which anything not sold will be donated to a local Portsmouth 

charity shop, unless anyone has any objections. 

 

Debbie Taylor 

Treasurer 
 

=============================================================================== 

Membership Report  

 

Since S/M Doug Parkinson’s resignation as Membership Secretary 

from the last AGM there has been no volunteer to take his place.   As 

I’d done the job before I said that I would keep things ticking over 

until that volunteer turned up.   So, as I have been the Membership 

Assistant (Local Acting) for the past year I have been asked to do the 

Membership Report for the year 1st April 2019-31st March 2020. 

 

The number of members continues to decline each year but it has not 

been dramatic, as you can see by comparing the end of year figures 

for 2018/19 with those for 2019/20: 

 

     At 1/4/19    At 1/4/20         

Life/Full Ship members           50       44                

Associate members                   31       31                

Honorary members                     5         5                  

   Total                    86       80               

 

Over the year we have lost 8 members, 2 Life, 4 Full Ship and 2 

Associates. 
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The following passed over the bar and their obituaries were published 

in previous newsletters: 

 

S/M J. Allchorne       D57  1946-47  Died 30/6/19 

S/M P.E. Taylor         D57  1958-59  Died 23/9/19 

S/M S.R. Freeland     L03   1941       Died 4/12/19 

S/M E.A. Kellaway   L03   1940-41  Died 3/3/20 

One of the saddest things is that with the loss of Shipmates Freeland 

amd Kellaway we now do not have a member who served in L03. 

  

The following did not renew their membership (reasons not known): 

 

S/M R. Handford    D57   1947 

S/M F. Leach             D57   1951-54 

Mr. G.P. Embley        Associate 

Miss K. Hauxwell      Associate 

 
However, we also gained 2 new Associate Members, Mrs Pauline 
Campling (wife of S/M Russell Campling and Dr. Joanne Kennedy 
(daughter of Capt. G.A.G. Ormsby, DSO, DSC,RN.  Capt. Ormsby 
was serving as a Lt.Cdr. in Cossack L03 in 1940 and, during the 
Altmark incident,  jumped into the sea to save a German sailor who 
got into difficulties while trying to escape).   
 
Now—to the future. 

 

================================================= 
 

Archive Report for 2020 
 
 
Despite the Covid 19 crisis the archives have still been busy with 
adding to information and providing answers and information to 
relatives. 
 
No enquires from abroad since the last reunion but plenty from the 
UK asking for information or photographs.   In one case the family 
had lost their photos and asked if we had copies. Unfortunately, on 
this occasion we did not.  The lesson is if you have valued RN photos 

13 



of your time in Cossack then let me have copies as an insurance 
policy! 
 
 
Work on the second Cossack -  launched in 1886 -  has now reached 
305 pages with 94 of the Ship’s Company identified. Just finishing 
looking at the 1898 logs and the ship was sold in 1907 so a little more 
to do.  
 
We discovered another member of L03 alive and well in Hampshire. 
– Mr Tom Hyom. He reached his 100 this year and hopes to visit the 
reunion in 2021.  
 
I now have a folder of scaled drawings for the armament of L03. 
 
Work on D57 continues.   Have some dates and some information but 
not linked together. Hopefully when the information is published in 
the Newsletter readers will be able to put dates to the information.  
 
Snippets keep arriving that add to a person’s RN record and these are 
added under their name on the appropriate Ship’s Company list. 
 
If you have any RN memorabilia (legally or otherwise J ) and wish to 
find a new home for it then please consider the archives.    If you can 
put a little bit of history with the article then so much the better. 
 
Keith Batchelor 
Hon Archivist 
HMS Cossack Association Archives 
ARCHON Code 3421  
 

———————————————————————————- 

 

A copy of the New Constitution 

 

 
HMS Cossack Association 

 
1. Title 
  
1.1.1   The organisation shall be known as the ‘HMS Cossack    

Association 
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2.  Aims and Objectives 
 
2.1.1   The Aim of the organisation is to provide the means for ex                 
  members of HMS Cossack and their families to meet and   
  communicate. 
 
2.1.2    The objectives of the Group shall be to: - 
 

 Ensure the names and histories of the past and future ships 
that bear the name Cossack do not get forgotten 

 Ensure the activities and memories of the ship’s company’s 
of the Cossacks are not forgotten. 

 To provide the means to promote the activities of the 
Association 

 Advance education by providing the means of research 
for the ships bearing the name Cossack and those that 
served in them. 

  Disseminate relevant information regarding our services 
and expertise to all that need them. 

 
3. Membership 
 
3.1.  Membership is at the discretion of the Committee and is open 

to persons having a demonstrable interest in the furtherance of 
the Association’s objectives. 

 
3.2       There will be two types of membership.  Full and Life, 
 
3.3.  Full membership is open to all those that have an interest in the 

Aims and Objectives of the Association. They shall pay an 
annual subscription fee. 

 
3.4 Life membership is at the discretion of the Committee and with 

the agreement of the members at the AGM. Such members will 
not have to pay an annual fee. 

 
3.5       Membership will be renewed annually via the Secretary. 
 
3.6      The Committee shall have the power, to censure or expel any 

  member guilty of  conduct likely, in the opinion of the   
  committee, to bring the Association in to disrepute. 
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4.  Subscription 
 
4.1.    A subscription shall be levied amongst members to assist in 

  the financing of Association operations. This will be set at   
  each Annual General Meeting 

 
4.2.  The amount of the subscription shall be set by the Committee 
 
4.3.  The Treasurer shall be responsible to the Association’s 
 members for all finance 
 
5.  Administration 
 
5.1  The Association shall be administered by a Committee that   
  shall comprise:- 
 

  A Chairman 
  A Vice Chairman 
  A Secretary 
  A Treasurer 

 
5.2.  If the Association should become a registered charity then the 
persons filling the above posts will become charity trustees within the 
meaning of section 97 of the Charities Act 1993. 

 
5.3    Other members of the committee may be the: 

 
 President 
 Vice presidents 
 Membership Secretary 
 Public relations 
 Standard Bearer 
 Archivist 
 

5.4  The Chairman and Committee Officers shall be elected to 
office by majority vote at the Annual General Meeting and 
shall hold office until the end of the following Annual General 
Meeting. 

 
5.5.    A term of office shall be deemed to be one year. A member of   

 the Committee may be re-elected. 
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6 Powers 

   In furtherance of the objectives but not otherwise the 
 Committee may exercise the following powers. 

6.1   The Committee shall have the power to co-opt. Co-opted 
 members shall not have voting rights on the Committee. 

6.2  The Committee shall, in the general interest of the 
Association, have the authority to determine the activities 
and organisation of the Association and the spending of 
finance by majority vote. In the event of the Committee 
voting a tie the Chairman shall have the casting vote. 

6.3  Power to raise funds and to invite and receive contributions 
provided that in raising the funds the Committee shall not 
undertake any substantial permanent trading activities and 
shall conform to any relevant requirements of the law. 

6.4  Power to purchase equipment to enable the Association 
to   meet its objectives and to provide for the health and 
safety of its members. 

6.5  Power to dispose of any equipment no longer considered of 
use to the Association with any resultant proceeds being placed 
in the general fund. 

6.6  Power to co operate with other charities, voluntary bodies 
and statutory authorities operating in furtherance of the 
objectives or of similar charitable purposes and to exchange 
information and advice with them. 

6.7  Power to appoint and constitute such advisory committees  
  as the Committee may think fit. 

6.8  Power to do all other lawful things as are necessary for   
  the achievement of the objectives. 
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7  Membership Records 
 
7.1    The Secretary/ Membership Secretary may keep membership 

   details in hard copy or electronic formats for the following 
   purposes. 

 
   Membership administration 
    Administration of the Association 

 
   Details will not be used for any other purposes without the 

   data subject’s permission. 
 
 

8 Finance 
 

The Treasurer shall be responsible for maintaining a bank 
 account in the Associations name and issue cheques that bear 
two recognised signatures.  Electronic banking will be 
permitted. Yearly accounts shall be inspected / audited 
annually before presentation to the membership. The financial 
year of the Association will be 1 April to 31 March 

 
 

9. Voting 
 

9.1.    Voting shall normally be done by a show of hands by properly    
  registered members of the Association. 

 
9.2.   Voting by proxy shall not be permitted. 

 
9.3.     If a secret ballot is called or deemed necessary by the     

  Chairman ballot papers shall only be issued to properly    
  registered members of the Association 

 
9.4.   The Chairman shall appoint two tellers 
 
10. The Dissolution of the Association 
 
10.1. Responsibility for winding up the Association’s affairs shall be 

placed in the hands of the Committee after receiving a majority 
resolution from the paid up members. 

 
10.2. In the absence of a quorum at such a meeting a motion signed 

18 



by 50% of the total of Members shall constitute the 
notification. 

 
10.3 A notice in writing to current members giving two months 

notice for written objections to the dissolution of the 
Association shall constitute sufficient notice to Association 
members.  The assets of the Association, after meeting all 
current commitments, shall be disposed of as deemed 
appropriate by the members to a seafaring charity 

 
 
11. Meetings 
 
11.1.  Annual General Meeting 
 
11.1.1   The Annual General Meeting shall normally be held in the        

month of April – 28 days notice of the meeting being given.  
Such notice may be given by notice in the newsletter or by 
email but non-receipt of such a notice by individual members 
shall not invalidate the proceedings. 

 
11.1.2.   Business shall include 
 
1.     Minutes of the last Annual General Meeting and those of any          

Extraordinary General Meetings if applicable 
2.      Matters arising 
3.      Chairman’s Report 
4.      Secretary’s report 
5       Receipt and adoption of the Treasurer’s Report for the financial 
 year 
6.      Membership Secretary 
7       Election of officers for the Committee 
8       Any other previously notified business   
 
11.1.3.     A quorum shall comprise 25% of the total number of   

Association members 
 
11.2. Extraordinary General Meeting 
 
11.2.1.     An Extraordinary General Meeting may be convened by 

direction of the Committee, or on request to the Secretary 
stating the business for which the Extraordinary General 
Meeting is required, and signed by not less than 15% of the 
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total number of Association members.  If the meeting so 
requisitioned is not convened within two months the said 
members may convene such a meeting 

 
11.2.2.    At least 14 days notice in writing or by email shall be given 

to members of all Extraordinary General Meetings but non- 
receipt of such a notice by individual members shall not 
invalidate the proceedings. 

 
 
11.2.3.    The business of the Extraordinary General Meeting shall be     

that for which it is called and no other. 
 
11.2.4.     A quorum shall comprise 25% of the total number of        

 Association members. 
 
11.3.      Committee Meeting 
 
11.3.1.     Committee meetings shall be convened from time to time    

as deemed necessary by the   Chairman or Committee.  
These may be conducted electronically. 

  
11.3.2.      A quorum shall comprise three Committee members 
 
12 .   Constitution Review 
 
12.1.         The constitution shall be reviewed at least every three  

       years. Any changes to the Constitution shall be approved 
       by a majority decision at the Annual General Meeting or at   
       an Extraordinary General Meeting. 

 
12.2        Reference to the Charity Commission 
 
12.3.         If the Association becomes a registered charity no           

amendment shall be made to the constitution unless it 
meets the rules of the Charity Commission 

 
Last reviewed and approved 
 
       Chairman 
 
Signed on behalf of the HM Cossack Association 

================================================== 
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New Newsletter proposal 

 

The following has been proposed as a way of keeping the newsletter 

going. 

 

Two publications a year – May & November 

 

Where possible all content should be submitted in basic word 

format & Photo’s as Jpeg and we urge members to email us 

your stories. 

 

It will be published as A4 PDF format or word, so not as a booklet. 

 

We would prefer to send it out as an email attachment, especially 

overseas, so encourage members to send us their email 

addresses to secretaryhmscossack@outlook.com  

 

If we do not hear from you by email, we will continue to send by  

post. 

 

 

================================================= 

HMS Cossack Association  

 

2021 Reunion Booking Details 

 

At the ROYAL MARITIME CLUB (RMC) 

Friday 16th April to Monday 19th April 2021 
 

Reunion Price Includes:- 

2 nights half board accommodation, including a carvery on the Friday 

Evening 

En-suite with hospitality tray and colour TV 

Live Entertainment on Gala night  

Gala Night Dinner Saturday night, including table wine and port  

Sole use of function suites for AGM, Association Display and Gala 
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dinner 

 

£137.00 for Friday night DDB 

£157.00 for Saturday Night DDB (Gala Dinner) 

These are for 2 people sharing 

 

£76.00 for Friday DDB 

£86.00 for Saturday DDB (Gala Dinner) 

These are for single occupancy 

 

£34.00 for Gala Dinner only 

£20.25 for Sunday Evening meal 

 

 

For those members who would like to stay longer, then the same 

tariff applies per night or you can take the option of just BB. 

 

All members should book directly with the RMC, HMS Cossack 

Association.   Once you’ve made your booking please could 

you send an email to Debbie at 

secretaryhmscossack@outlook.com to confirm the following: 

 

You have booked, 

Who you would like to sit with at the Gala Dinner 

If you have any food allergies 

If you’d prefer red/white wine or a soft drink at the Gala 

Dinner 

 

PARKING 

 

There is limited free parking for guest at the Hotel but there is a 

pay car park opposite the hotel. Charges at the car park are set 

so that RMC guests get 50% off. All you need to do is take the 

ticket at the car park and get it stamped at reception, then 

present it back at the car park office. The car park office is open 

09.00-17.00 hours. There is also on road parking which needs a 

22 

mailto:secretaryhmscossack@outlook.com


on road parking permit that can be purchased at reception for a 

cost of £4.50 for 24 hours. 

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 

 

75-

80 

Queen Street, Portsmouth, Hampshire, PO1 3HS 

02392 824231 

https://www.royalmaritimeclub.co.uk/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Royal Maritime 

Club, which is one of the oldest hotels in Portsmouth - 

established in Queen Street in 1850. As a sailors' home, it was 

set up to look after sailors and marines who were "between ships 

 The Royal Maritime Club gained 'Royal patronage' in 1855, 

after Prince Albert visited the hotel. Queen Victoria then became 

Patron. There have been royal visits throughout the 20th century, 

including Queen Elizabeth II in 1986. Prince Charles became 

Patron in 2007. 

 The club gained charitable status in 1883. Membership is 

open to all serving and retired members of the Armed Forces and 
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their families as well as those of the Royal Navy, Royal Marines 

and Merchant Navy, for whom it was founded. 

 Between January and March 1941 the building was 

completely destroyed by enemy action. In 1952 the Club re-

opened, having been rebuilt by the Royal Navy through Appeals 

to the Fleet and voluntary labour. Additional floors and the 

Families Annexe (now renamed the West Wing) followed in 1962. 

In 1988, with funds donated from the China Fleet Club in Hong 

Kong, the lower ground floor Leisure Centre was created. 

 Several years down the line, the Club has re-focussed both 

its charitable work and its civilian role. For some years it has 

been “home” to partner naval and military charities, providing 

respite holidays and event facilities to our mutual beneficiaries.  

 Today the Club is proud to have been granted a Three Star 

Hotel accreditation from “Visit England and has also built up an 

enviable reputation with tourists and business people alike. It has 

100 bedrooms, restaurant, function rooms and an indoor 

swimming pool, and is situated in the heart of the heritage area 

so perfectly located for visits to the historic dockyard.  
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Phew!!   Now, after all that heavy stuff. 
 
Not one of our members but he is one of our Cossack shipmates, Michael 
Wallace says he came across our website and therefore got in touch.   I 
passed his e-mail on to our Hon. Archivist, Keith Batchelor and he then 
persuaded Michael to tell us about his time in Cossack and since.   It 
follows here. 
 
Michael Wallace. P/K964043    D57 1958 / 59 
 
18/19 year old on the Cossack in Far East 1958/9 as M E 1. Lots of 
memories. Sad at bringing her home to Devonport Dec 59, - closing 
boiler's & engine room down for "moth ball fleet” 
 
I joined the RN on 22 May 1956 training at HMS Raleigh, schooling on 
Sluy's alongside HMS Howe. Then to Portsmouth. Joined HMS Plover 
13 months. Vanguard for 6 months. Then out to the Far East to the 
Cossack .Back home to Devonport then to Pompey Victory barracks.  
Was down to join HMS Protector but ended up on Royal Yacht for 
Princess Margaret’s honeymoon in 1960 ,I was on the Yacht for about 
10 months. Then drafted to HMS Forth.  Passed Fleet Board for Killick. 
Onto HMS Dolphin, then Sultan for engineering course. To Malta to join 
HMS Broadsword. Came home to Pompey and worked on HMS Dainty 
in extended refit. Finally, 15 months on HMS Victorious - again in Far 
East. I was newly married and left the Andrew buying myself out, Two 
years on reserve, Phew! 
 
 I recall after our flight from Stansted to Singapore - over 72 hour's, 
June 58. We marched from HMS Terror to commissioning ceremony in 
Singer's dockyard. Workup up and down Singapore Road's. I remember 
going to Palau Tiomen for weekend swimming & banyan parties on the 
beach. Our skipper David Seely always liked to anchor off the island 
whenever he could. 
 
These aren’t all in order, but one trip from Singapore to Australia to 
Darwin, out to Solomon Islands, down to Auckland Nelson over to 
Hobart (we won ship's whaler race) up to Sydney (Cossack had a spell 
in Cockatoo Island Dockyard to fix hole in the bow. We then went to 
Adelaide. Leaving there, we carried out speed trial's (36 knot's) then to 
Fremantle/Perth. When we went across Indian Ocean to Bahrain we 
took a Trucial Scout on board at Oman. While there some of the lads 
from the upper deck went ashore to paint Cossack's name on a crag 
above the bay where we were at anchor. Perhaps it is still there. We 

25 



were so hot in the gulf on dhow patrol. It was stifling on the mess deck 
and on deck. Even hotter down the boiler & engine room. In fact they 
sent us to Karachi to cool off a bit. Most of these runs ashore were with 
my mates Loll Bates & Dave Batchelor - wow 62 years ago. HMS 
Cavalier relieved us. Another trip up to Hong Kong, Manila, Tokyo, 
Inchon, also Bangkok. On the way, off the west coast of Malaya we 
stopped ship and drifted over the wrecks of Prince of Wale's & Repulse 
taking ocean floor outline by Cockchafer apparatus. So sad. Years later 
I met a Scotsman in Hemel Hempstead whose dad went down with 
Prince of Wales, he was glad to speak to someone who had been at his 
dad's grave. 
 
The Trucial Oman Scouts was a paramilitary force that the British raised 
in 1951 as the Trucial Oman Levies, to serve in the Trucial States. In 
1956, the Levies were renamed the Trucial Oman Scouts. 
 
From September 16 refit work below included boiler room & engine 
room ( lifting all turbine casing& gear room casing),nice to have some 
time in NAAFI canteen & run's ashore to Nee Soon & over to 
Sembewang. In Sydney Feb 59 I had a hiccup I was freshwater tankie & 
had task of topping up ship's tank's with fresher's unfortunately I chose 
the saltwater hydrant (the rest of the day pumping out & topping up with 
fresh water. This was on Garden Island Jetty by the harbour bridge. I 
wasn’t keel hauled! June 59 at Kudat Borneo, I remember the sad loss 
of Scouse Brennan, our ship's butcher> Daily he'd come down our mess 
down to get the day's meat etc from the fridge room below u. He would 
always come out with some Liverpool ditty. I was duty stoker on Liberty 
boat the day after we lost him; the cox'n kept  looking out for him, I felt 
so sad for his family back home, we all felt the same he was so well 
liked by all on board. The burial at sea was very emotional. As far as I 
can remember it was July or August 59 when we went out to assist in a 
tragic accident in the Singapore Road's with Belfast as INS Ranpura  
collided with HMS Hogue and sheared off about 30 ft of her bow, I don't 
know how many lad's died, The foc'sle part would have been the same 
part that our messdeck's were. Again so tragic. I don't know what 
happened afterwards. The only other thing I can recall is the trip home 
to U.K run's ashore in Aden, Malta, Gib, and watching the ship's whaler 
being destroyed by "good old Biscay weather", We watched from the 
starboard doorway to the iron deck. Then it was dear old Guz and HMS 
Drake. I stayed aboard to help close D57 down, and that's the last I saw 
of her but never forgotten. 
 
This hot weather reminds me so much of the heat we coped with out on 
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the far east station, no air con,  but one concentrated salt tablet each 
day washed down with a glass of "limer's". Then at 6 bell's (11.00) tot 
time, after the forenoon watch  in the engine room. Sipper's for bubbly 
bo'sun, then crash in the old "mick". 
 
When  we were in drydock in Singapore dockyard and we in HMS Terror 
a handful of us went up to Penang for a week's break, in an RAF 
holiday place. Loll Bate's  Dave Batchelor & myself had a good time 
despite not having much lolly. Swimming was good (careful of sea 
snake's & shark's) .A day and half train ride from Jahore Baru to Ipoh. 
Another time we were in Inchon and went to Seoul, l remember we saw 
President Singman Ree's office's then onto the (38th parallel ) barbed 
wire divide between North & South Korea. Cossack had been there 
back in "that war". A party of us went on tour of Tokyo (curtesy of British 
Embassy staff )Hirohito's Palace and general view of what l thought was 
the cleanest city l have been to. There were boar hunts in the hills 
above Nelson (N.Z), Run's ashore in Karachi. One other slip-up l was 
guilty of was as freshwater tankie l forgot to top up freshwater header 
tank for officer's quarter', our skipper David Seely had to shave in hot 
tonic water! He called me to see him, but actually he smiled and said "at 
least that's an alternative for the future". He was liked by us all. Also the 
first Lieutenant Bruce, l can't remember his last name. 
 
Name's of my old shipmate's l can recall. M.E.s - Scouse Mccarten, 
Brummy Slade, Taffy Ree's, Al Golding, Al Budd, Cecil Young, Chief 
M.E. Grimsdell, L.M.E Osborne (Eng. Writer) . Lt.Cmdr. Peter Syrett  -
our Engine Officer(such a gent). P.O.M.E.s Jock Lindsay, Jock Gorden, 
and P.O Dickie. All Scot's. M.Es -  Fouad, Scouse Much, A.B Overton 
and  Leading Coder Ferraby. 
 
The post script for all this is on the very day Neil Armstrong stepped 
onto the moon I sailed aboard SS Rio Cobre, an Elder's & Fife banana 
boat bound for Honduras & British Honduras. Up to New Orleans, New 
York and back down to banana coast with general cargo. Being ex R.N. 
down below boiler's & engine's a doddle. One highlight of trip was our 
ship was in the "eye" of hurricane Camille for 4 days, (she was a 
category 5) that was 1969.Rougher's galore. 
 
Some photographs are shown on the pages 28 and 29. 
 
 
 

=========================================== 
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 Then 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HMS Sultan

(engineering course) 

I 'm second from 

right front row 
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& Now 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

======================================================== 

 

We can’t end a newsletter without a bit of the lighter stuff.   Light and 

interesting, though not humorous, this was passed on by Chairman Ken. 

 

Sweet FA. 
The 24th Aug 1867, saw the anniversary of Fanny Adams death (born 30 April 

1859 – 24 August 1867).  Fanny was a young English girl 

murdered by solicitor's clerk Frederick Baker in Alton, 

Hampshire. The expression "sweet Fanny Adams" refers to 

her and has come, through British naval slang, to mean 

"nothing at all". On Saturday, 24 Aug 1867, at about 1:30 pm, 

Fanny's mother, Harriet Adams, let the eight-year-old Fanny, 

her friend Minnie Warner (aged and Fanny's sister Lizzie 

(aged 7) go up Tanhouse Lane towards Flood Meadow. In the lane they met 

Frederick Baker, a 29-year-old solicitor's clerk. Baker offered Minnie and 

Lizzie three halfpence to go and spend and offered Fanny a halfpenny to 

accompany him towards Shalden, a couple of miles north of Alton. She took 

the coin but refused to go. He carried her into a hops field, out of sight of the 

other girls. At about 1700, Minnie and Lizzie returned home. Their neighbour, 
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Mrs. Gardiner, asked them where Fanny was, and they told her what had 

happened. Mrs. Gardiner told Harriet, and they went up the lane, where they 

came upon Baker coming back. They questioned him and he said he had given 

the girls money for sweets, but that was all. His respectability meant the 

women let him go on his way. At about 7:00 pm, Fanny was still missing, and 

neighbours went searching. They found Fanny's body in the hop field, horribly 

butchered. Her head and legs had been severed and her eyes removed. Her eyes 

had been thrown into the nearby river. Her torso had been emptied and her 

organs scattered (it took several days for all her remains to be found). Her 

remains were taken to and put back together in a nearby doctor's surgery at 16 

Amery Street. Harriet ran to The Butts field where her husband, bricklayer 

George Adams, was playing cricket. She told him what had happened, then 

collapsed. George got his shotgun from home and set off to find the perpetrator, 

but neighbours stopped him. That evening Police Superintendent William 

Cheyney arrested Baker at his place of work: the offices of solicitor William 

Clement in the High Street. He was led through an angry mob to the police 

station. There was blood on his shirt and trousers, which he could not explain, 

but he protested his innocence. He was searched and found to have two small 

blood-stained knives on him. Witnesses put Baker in the area, returning to his 

office at about 1500, then going out again. Baker's workmate, fellow clerk 

Maurice Biddle, reported that, when drinking in the Swan that evening, Baker 

had said he might leave town. When Biddle replied that he might have trouble 

getting another job, Baker said, chillingly with hindsight, "I could go as a 

butcher". On 26 Aug, the police found Baker's diary in his office. It contained a 

damning entry: 24th Aug, Saturday – killed a young girl. It was fine and hot. 

On Tuesday, 27 Aug, Deputy County Coroner Robert Harfield held an inquest. 

Painter William Walker had found a stone with blood, long hair and flesh; 

police surgeon, Dr Louis Leslie had carried out a post mortem and concluded 

that death was by a blow to the head and that the stone was the murder weapon. 

Baker said 5 nothing, except that he was innocent. The jury returned a verdict 

of wilful murder. On the 29th, the local magistrates committed Baker for trial at 

the Winchester County Assizes. The police had difficulty protecting him from 

the mob. At his trial on 5 Dec, the defence contested Millie Warner's 

identification of Baker and claimed the knives found were too small for the 

crime anyway. They also argued insanity: Baker's father had been violent, a 

cousin had been in asylums, his sister had died of a brain fever and he himself 

had attempted suicide after a love affair. The defence also argued that the diary 
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entry was typical of the ‘epileptic or formal way of entry’ that the defendant 

used and that the absence of a comma after the word killed did not render the 

entry a confession. Justice Mellor invited the jury to consider a verdict of not 

responsible by reason of insanity, but they returned a guilty verdict after just 15 

mins. On 24 Dec, Christmas Eve, Baker was hanged outside Winchester Gaol. 

The crime had become notorious and a crowd of 5,000 

attended the execution. Before his death, Baker wrote to the 

Adam’s family expressing his sorrow for what he had done 

‘in an unguarded hour’ and seeking their forgiveness.  

Fanny was buried in Alton cemetery. The headstone, erected 

by voluntary subscription, reads: Sacred to the memory of 

Fanny Adams aged 8 years and 4 months who was cruelly 

murdered on Saturday Aug 24th 1867. Fear not them which 

kill the body but are not able to kill the soul but rather fear 

Him which is able to destroy both body and soul in hell. 

Matthew 10 v 28. In 1869 new rations of tinned mutton were introduced for 

British seamen. They were unimpressed by it, and suggested it might be the 

butchered remains of Fanny Adams. The way her body had been strewn over a 

wide area presumably encouraged speculation that parts of her had been found 

at the Royal Navy victualling yard in Deptford, which was a large facility 

which included stores, a bakery and an abattoir. ‘Fanny Adams’ became slang 

for mutton or stew and then for anything worthless, from which comes the 

current use of ‘sweet Fanny Adams’ (or just "sweet F.A.") to mean ‘nothing at 

all’. This is not the only example of Royal Navy slang relating to unpopular 

rations: even today, tins of steak and kidney pudding are known as "baby's 

head". The large tins the mutton was delivered in were 

reused as mess tins. Up until that time, when sailors lived, 

ate and slept in their mess decks, wooden buckets were 

used to collect food from the galley, water for washing 

crockery etc. and to collect the Rum Ration. The empty 

meat tins were 

modified and 

gradually replaced the wooden buckets. 

These new buckets were given the slang 

name 'Fanny’s'. Mess tins or cooking pots 

are still known as Fanny’s. 
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That’s it folks - be careful out there 


