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Chairman’s Chatter – Ken Satterthwaite. 
 

 Hi everyone, unfortunately I am afraid I am having to be 
honest some may say brutal in this chatter. Though what I have to say 
is not personal in anyway, but reality. 
 
I have been giving a lot of thought to the present and future of this 
association.  At the last Reunion I asked for volunteers to replace 
both me and other Officers of the association and there was a 
distinctive absence.   
 
 Keith was subsequently asked with others to rewrite the 
constitution to attempt to help recruit members to volunteer, which he 
has ably done.   
 
 Though I want to turn the clock back to when this association 
was formed, correct me if I am wrong, but it was on the premise as  
ex-service who had served in HMS Cossacks and along the way we 
invited those who had an interest in the ships by association of family 
etc.. who have historically done sterling work? Then we had a strong 
and younger membership, though now time has passed the inevitable 
happens members are unable to attend for one reason or another, 
others have crossed the bar and those who are left and attend do not 
feel they can undertake official roles within the association. So, as an 
association we are cash rich, which would be the envy of other naval 
associations, we have a wonderful archive thanks’ to Keith and an 
excellent secretary, but this does not close the triangle as we need 
active members which we are very short on.  
 
 In my opinion when the new constitution is put to the AGM it 
will be agreed, but that does not automatically get committee 
members, plus the fact this new constitution by its inference changes 
the principles of an ex-service association as any member can 
volunteer.   Perhaps the time has come for us to consider the future of 
the association as an ex-service one and go out with our heads held 
high. You may rightly ask what about the funds and the archives, well 
article 11 of the existing constitution caters for this very scenario in 
essence, archives to a naval museum, which incidentally Keith is 
actively pursuing, and monies left over should go to a charity of 
choosing. Of course, a radical change like this would have to be a full 
membership vote and I would not want it any other way.   
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In my opinion this has been a great honour and wonderful association 
to have steered through my tenure and I have made new friends as 
well as renewing old ones. 
 
I am sorry to have to be the writer of such news, but in my opinion, it 
has to be said. 
 
Well that’s all folks from me so keep her steady out there.  
 

‘Nowadays truth is the greatest news-Thomas Fuller MD 
1732’ 

  

 

     .”Ken Satterthwaite               

        ‘The Navy’s Here’ 

_______________________________________________________ 

The following poem seems to fit the situation now, as it did at the 

beginning of 2002 when we similarly needed volunteers. 

 
THINK ABOUT IT 

  
Are you an active member  
the kind who would be missed?  
Or are just contented  
that your name is on the list? 
  
Do you attend the meetings  
and mingle with the flock?  
Or stay at home in comfort  
to criticise and mock? 
  
Do you take an active part  
to help the work along?  
Or are you merely satisfied  
just simply to belong? 
  
Think it over, members  
you all know right from wrong!  
Are you an active member  
or do you just belong? 
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MEMBERSHIP MATTERS  

 

Report by the Membership Assistant (Local Acting).    
 
 In the last newsletter I reported that a number of members had 
not paid the subscription for this year.   One of those was S/M David 
(Gwyn) Rees.   It appears that he sent off his cheque as soon as he 
received the reminder but it was never received.   The Admin agreed 
that, as it would seem that the cheque was lost in the post and we 
aren’t desperate for the money, he should receive free membership 
for this year with the expectation that he will renew his membership 
in May next year. 
 
 Sad to say though we have had to say farewell to one of our 
stalwarts, Shipmate Peter Taylor who passed over the bar on 29th 
September.   His obituary is given a bit further below. 
 
One up, one down leaves our current membership the same at: 
     2019            2002 
Life Members   5     

Full Ship Members           41   185 

Assoc Members           28     71 

Hon Members   5       3 

 Total            79   259 

 

As a comparison I thought I’d show what the numbers were in 2002, 

which year’s newsletters I have just digitized.   It shows what a loss 

we’ve had over the 17 years. 

___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
The proposed revised Constitution.  
 
The Chairman, in his “Chatter” referred to a revised Constitution 
to be put before members.   A copy of that proposal is given at 
pages 16 to 22 of this newsletter. 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
  
OBITUARIES 
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As well as reporting the passing of S/M Taylor I need to tell you of 

the passing of another.   Not a member but the wife of one.   Audrey, 

wife of S/M Geoff Lane, passed away on 25th September 2019.   

Those who attended the 8th Destroyer reunions will probably 

remember her well.   Our sympathies and condolences go out to you 

Geoff. 
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S/M P.E. TAYLOR 
 Peter Edward Taylor, born 13th November 1936 and passed 

over the bar on 23rd September 2019.   He joined the RN in 1953 

as a Junior Assistant Cook 2 and progressed steadily up the rates to 

Petty Officer Cook (S) in 1964.   He did his fair share of sea ser-

vice, serving in amongst others, Tyne, Loch Fyne, Cassandra, East-

bourne, Zulu and, of course, Cossack.   He saw out the last commis-

sion of D57 (1958-59) as a Ldg. Cook (S).  He left the RN in Feb-

ruary 1968 but spent the next five years in the Royal Fleet Reserve. 
 

 S/M Taylor joined the Association in 1999 and took up the 

post of Deputy Standard Bearer in 1950. 
 

 An obituary has been received from his family and this     

follows below, 

 

Born in Cardiff 13.11.1936 Ship Mate Peter Taylor grew up 
during the war years and was evacuated up the valley's for a 
period of this time but experienced some of the heavy bomb-
ing that Cardiff encountered during these years. He was the 
youngest of 4 siblings. 
 
He was a very good all-round sportsman and represented 
Cardiff School Boys at rugby football and cricket. His flare for 
all sports was something he passed on to both of his sons 
who gained county representative honours in several sports 
including Rugby, Cricket, and cross country through his 
coaching and training. He joined the Royal Navy in the early 
1950's and served on the Cossack during its last commission 
and was the youngest remaining serving member of the 
 
     Continued on next page  
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MAY HE FIND A SAFE ANCHORAGE FOREVER 

Continued from previous page  
Cossack Association. He met his wife Sue whilst they were 
both serving at HMS Raleigh in the early 1960's and they mar-
ried in 1965 in Plymouth. On the arrival of his second son Neil 
Pete left the navy to pursue a career in catering and private 
service with Sue. They spent many years working together but 
also shared a love of dancing which Pete had learnt to do in 
the dance halls of Cardiff. It should be pointed out this was 
also where he learnt his skills on the snooker table and even 
after he lost the sight in his right eye in March 1985 (due to an 
accident with a champagne cork) he continued to play to very 
high standard until quite recently.  
 
Upon leaving the Navy Pete joined the Royal British Legion 
and became a standard bearer in many of their branches as 
he moved around the country with his wife through their work 
as a Butler and Cook partnership serving their employers. He 
was county standard bearer in 2 different counties (Devon and 
Cumbria) which is a very rare achievement and of course a 
keen standard bearer for the association. He went to the 
Royal Albert Hall commemoration service on several occa-
sions, and to many events such as the Queens Silver Jubilee 
and Golden Jubilee RBL events as a standard bearer. He was 
also very good at representing the association wherever it 
was required.  
 
In his latter years to assist with his Alzheimer's he joined sev-
eral singing groups using his very good Welsh singing voice in 
several concerts and events. His funeral was attended by 
family and friends from all over the country, including several 
members of the association, and was a real celebration of his 
life where his elder son Paul paid tribute to Pete's amazing 
sense of humour and love of life. He was given a true Navy 
mans send off with a very extended "Up-spirits" and musical 
tributes by those assembled. He will be a much missed mem-
ber of the Cossack family. 



S/M Doug Parkinson, and his wife Irene, attended the funeral.   Chris 

Cook too attended and also represented his father, S/M Fred Cook, 

and S/M Dave Fenton, both of whom live in the USA. 

 

Doug said Martin Loughlin, our Standard Bearer, braved the very 

inclement weather and, in stair red rain, marched slowly in front of 

the hearse to the Chapel entrance.   Our ensign was over the coffin 

and Mrtin dipped the Standard as the Commital words were said. 

 

Doug said that the service was significant in that whilst it was a sad 

occasion, Paul, Sue and Pete’s son’s Tribute lifted the mood by more 

than several notches!   It was, he said, a bravura performance, 

covering Pete’s life and rounded off by pouring a Tot and exclaiming 

“Up Spirits Dad”, scuppering the tot and placing the glass alongside 

the coffin!!! 

 

Doug went on to say that the music on entry was “We are Sailing” 

and at the end “I’d like to get you on a slow boat to China”.   The 

service was well atended , as was the wake with a huge buffet. 

_______________________________________________________ 

 

You may remember that our President, Rupert Digby, invited us to 

visit Minterne House and Gardens on 9th September.   Twelve of us, 

including family members, took up his invitation. 

 

A report on that visit by Ken Satterthwaite and Rupert Digby follows. 

 
Our Visit to Minterne House 2019 

 
As you are all aware our President Rupert Digby offered members of 
the association a visit to his family home in Dorset which gladly 
several of us accepted.  
 
The Digby family’s historic home is Minterne House set on the side 
of a beautiful valley in Dorset.   Back before the reformation a house 
stood in the grounds which was the Bishop of Cerne Abby’s 
residence. After the reformation the land was bequeathed to 
Winchester College by Henry V111. Later the Churchill family rented 
it for some years until the late 18th century when the house was 
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purchased by Admiral of the Red Robert Digby who saw service in 
the American War of Independence. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                      

                                                             Minterne House 2016 
 
After the war he employed sailors who had been laid off to landscape 
the gardens laying the foundations to what are today possibly the 
finest gardens in Dorset. Roberts nephew Henry Digby may also have  
been instrumental in assisting him financially with the improvements 

of the house etc. Henry Digby was also a Naval Officer in the mid 

1700’s who was very successful in capturing rich prize ships over a 

period of time.   He also distinguished himself as Captain of HMS 

Africa at the Battle of Trafalgar where he sailed down the centre of 

the enemy ships alone taking on the flag ship.   The house was much 

altered by succeeding generations especially in the Victorian period.   

By 1900 the house was riddled with dry root and the only answer was 

to demolish it and start again. The present house rose on exactly the 

same footprint. The construction was innovative in that there is no 

timber used in the frame of the house, unsurprisingly given the 

mixture of styles it has tended to polarise opinion, from ‘heavy & 

vulgar’ to ‘beautifully sophisticated’ 

 

The family as I said earlier have been the owners since the middle 

1700 and were already aristocrats with their own family crest and 

motto ‘Deo non Fortuna’ (Through God not by Chance).  
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The late Earl Edward who died last year at the age of 93 was married 

to Diona Sherbrooke one of the daughters of Rear Admiral 

Sherbrooke VC who commanded HMS Cossack during WW2 at the 

seconded battle of Narvik. 
 
Now back to our visit. Twelve of us attended the house on Monday 
9th September, the majority travelling down the night before, in 
excellent weather, staying the night at local hostelry’s, though the day 
of the visit the weather unfortunately deteriated. We arrived at 1100 
am where we were warmly welcomed by the family and taken into 
the main hall and given a talk on the history of the estate and family 
by Henry the incumbent Baron. We were then shown around parts of 
the house with explanations by both Henry and Rupert about some of  
the family memorabilia and artefact’s the family had acquired over 

the centuries.  

 

 

                                                    The Main Hall  
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                                                           Admiral Sherbrook VC  

We were later joined by Lady Dione who invited us to see her part of 
the house where she lived.  This of course was adorned with pictures 
and other memorabilia of her time as lady of the house with her late 
husband. We were then invited into to the dinning room for a light 
lunch which was served by the members of the family and where 
convivial conversation was to be had.   As the weather was inclement 
after lunch, we were unable to finish our visit to the gardens which 
was a disappointment for all, but still a fascinating visit. 
 
I know from all the comments of all who were there that is was 
wonderful experience with exchange of information. 
I would like to point out that the gardens of the house are open to the 
public, with an entrance fee, and I am led to believe that the 
rhododendrons are a sight to see, so that means a May/June visit if 
you are in the area. The house I am led to believe is only open to 
organised parties as it is used for weddings etc., and bear in mind it is 
still a lived-in house. 
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The Group with the family 

 
Thank you once again for an enjoyable and interesting visit. 
 
Further information can be found on the website where some of the 
above came from.  
 
Ken Satterthwaite- Chairman 9/19 

_______________________ 
 
By Peter H. 
 
I regret to say that I can’t identify everyone in the group photograph 

but Lady Dione is 2nd on left, Lord Henry Digby is on the extreme 

right, next to Charlotte Digby and Rupert at the back behind her.  Our 

Cossack party consisted of: 

 Ken & Sheila Satterthwaite Peter Harrison, Terry Austin,  

 Doug and Irene Parkinson  Ian & Janet Harrison 

 Keith and Carole Batchelor 

 Graham & Anne Stent 
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I have to thank Terry Austin, my neighbour and good friend, for 

being able to get there.   I had been having some trouble with a very 

painful knee and hip and, in talking to him, expressed my doubts that 

I would be able to drive down to attend.  He said that he would very 

much like to see it too and would be happy to drive us down.   I 

therefore made a preliminary booking for a couple of rooms at the 

Best Western hotel at Oborn.   He had other thoughts though.   He is a 

great believer in The Good Pub Guide and had sussed out a country 

pub with rooms, nearer to Minterne and cheaper!   How could I 

refuse?   I cancelled my provisional booking and he booked us rooms 

at The Hunter’s Moon in Middlemarsh.   It turned out to be an 

inspired choice - good food, good beer and good rooms.   What more 

could one ask? 

 

Next morning, after a short drive to Minterne Magna, we met up in 

the car park with Keith and Carole Batchelor and my son Ian and his 

wife Jan, who now live in Sherborne, and we all walked up to the 

house together.   Evidently Rupert had sent us an e-mail saying that 

we could drive up to the house, instead of parking in the car park but 

we hadn’t checked them! 

 

We were greeted by the family and made to feel very welcome 

indeed.   The rooms were beautifully proportioned and there were 

lovely paintings on every wall.   What a joy it was. 

 

All too soon it was time to leave.   However, my Ian & Jan and, I 

think, the Batchelors, despite the inclement weather persuaded Rupert 

to walk them round the gardens.   Beyond the call of duty Rupert but 

thanks. 

 

Our thanks to Rupert and his family for giving us what really was “A 

Grand Day Out” 

_______________________________________________________ 
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A computer glitch prevented the inclusion of the Accounts for the 

year ended 31st March 2019 in the last newsletter.   The Secretary/

Treasurer has given me a summary to include in this one.   However, 

she says that if any member requires a full set she will post or email a 

copy upon request.   The full version will also be available at the next 

AGM. 

 

BALANCE SHEET AS AT 31ST MARCH 2019 
 

      2018/2019 2017/2018 

              £                   £ 

FIXED ASSETS 
Tangible Assets (note 3)        81.87           119.06 

 

CURRENT ASSETS 
Cash at bank - Current    1955.22         4974.93 

                        Reserve            22029.47       29877.69  

Petty Cash - Slops         33.57       37.57 

Stock                  0     102.33     

               24018.26       34882.52 

 

CREDITORS 

Amounts falling due within one year       -180.00         -180.00 

(Note 5) 

 

NET CURRENT ASSETS  23838.26 34812.52 

 

TOTAL ASSETS LESS CURRENT 

LIABILITIES    23920.13 34931.59 

 

CAPITAL AND RESERVES 
 

Surpius/Deficit account   23920.13 34931.59 

 

 

Continued on next page 
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INCOME & EXPENDITURE ACCOUNT FOR THE YEAR 

ENDED 31ST MATCH 2019 

 

      2018/2019 2017/2018 

              £                   £ 

INCOME 
 

Subscriptions - all received     750.00     860.00 

Donations - General      528.17 10536.45 

Slops sales            4.00         0.00 

Bank interest          26.94         5.95 

Raffle         192.00           280.00 

Annual Reunion 2019      108.00         0.00 

Cash Prize Raffle           0.00     267.00 

      ————     ———— 

       1609.11  11949.40 

EXPENDITURE 
 

Administrative expenses      246.75    240.92 

Postage        242.46    309.71  

Stationary          34.12      73.52 

Newsletter        304.25    419.93 

Archives      4091.84    592.53 

Website      4119.82    172.52 

Annual Reunion     2260.86    992.50 

Donations & Welfare    1180.93      59.99 

Presentations           0.00        0.00 

L03 Memorial           0.00        0.00 

Depreciation          37.21      59.99 

Disposal of stock       102.33      90.00 

               12620.57  3006.91 

               ======= ====== 

SURPLUS/DEFICIT FOR THE 

FINANCIAL YEAR           -11011.46  8942.49 

 

Continued on next page 
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 The Association has no recognised gains or losses other yhab those 

dealt with in the surplus/deficit account. 

 The increase in archives expenses is due to storage hire paid in advance 

for 3 years. 

 The increase in website costs is due to the building of a new site, and 

the advance payment of 3 years for the domain, hosting, security and website 

platform. 

 Administrative expenses include the bank charges for Bankline. 

 

======================================================== 

 

Britain at War 

 

A few days ago I had a telephone call from S/M Pete Newins asking 

whether I had seen the 6 page article about Cossack in Britain at War.   

I had to profess ignorance.   What was “Britain at War”?   It turned 

out to be a monthly magazine.   He said that he got his copy from 

Sainsburys but it was obtainable too from W.H. Smith and that the 

article in question was in the October issue.   The next day I went to 

WHS and obtained a copy.   At £4.90 a copy it’s not cheap so I’ll 

probably bequeath this copy to the archive! 

 

The article was actually a fairly comprehensive report on the Altmark 

Incident and of course much of it concerned Cossack (L03).   In the 

same issue was another article about the sinking of the Bismarck.   

Nothing was said in that article about L03’s and the other ships of the 

4th DF’s involvement in keeping contact with and harrowing 

Bismarck until the big guns could arrive.   Can’t have it all I suppose.  

 

Thanks S/M Peter for the info. 

_______________________________________________________ 

 

The Proposed Revision of the Constitution 

 

The proposed revision of the Constution is the result of hard work by 

the Vice Chairman, Keith Batchelor, and the Secretary, Debbie Taylor 

at the request of our Chairman, Ken.  It will no doubt be the main 

item on the Agenda for the next AGM.   So that all members can have 
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a say it will probably be the subject of a postal vote.   But that’s for 

the Chairman and the Committee to decide!  

 
HMS Cossack Association 

 
3.1 Title 
 
3.1.1 The organisation shall be known as the ‘HMS Cossack 
Association 
 
Aims and Objectives 
 
The Aim of the organisation is to provide the means for ex members 

of HMS Cossack and their families to meet and communicate 
The objectives of the Group shall be to: - 
 

Ensure the names and histories of the past and future ships that 
bear the name Cossack do not get forgotten 

Ensure the activities and memories of the ship’s company’s of 
the Cossacks are not forgotten. 

To provide the means to promote the activities of the 
Association 

Advance education by providing the means of research for 
the ships bearing the name Cossack and those that served 
in them. 

 Disseminate relevant information regarding our services and 
expertise to all that need them. 

 
 
3.3. Membership 
 
Membership is at the discretion of the Committee and is open to 

persons having a demonstrable interest in the furtherance of the 
Association’s objectives. 

 
There will be two types of membership.  Full and Life, 
 
3.3.3  Full membership is open to all those that have an interest in the 

Aims and Objectives of the Association. They shall pay an 
annual subscription fee. 

 
3.3.4 Life membership is at the discretion of the Executive 
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Committee and with the agreement of the members at the 
AGM. Such members will not have to pay an annual fee. 

 
Membership will be renewed annually via the Secretary. 
 
The Management Committee shall have the power, to censure or 

expel any member guilty of conduct likely, in the opinion of the 
committee, to bring the Association in to disrepute. 

 
 
3.4 Subscription 
 
3.4.1. A subscription shall be levied amongst members to assist in the 
financing of Association  operations. This will be set at each Annual 
General Meeting 
 
3.4.2. The amount of the subscription shall be set by the Committee 
 
3.4.3. The Treasurer shall be responsible to the Associations members 
for all finance 
 
3.5 Administration 
 
3.5.1 The Association shall be administered by a Committee that shall 
comprise:- 
 
A Chairman 
A Vice Chairman 
A Secretary 
A Treasurer 
 
3.5.2. If the Association should become a registered charity then the 
persons filling the above posts will become charity trustees within the 
meaning of section 97of the Charities Act 1993. 
 
3.5.3   Other members of the committee may be the: 
 
President 
Vice presidents 
Membership Secretary 
Public relations 
Standard Bearer 
Archivist 
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3.5.5. The Chairman and Committee Officers shall be elected to 
office by majority vote at the Group’s Annual General Meeting and 
shall hold office until the end of the following Annual General 
Meeting. 
 
3.5.6. A term of office shall be deemed to be one year. A member of 
the Committee may be re-elected. 
 
3.6 Powers 
In furtherance of the objectives but not otherwise the Committee may 
exercise the following powers. 
3.6.1 The Committee shall have the power to co-opt. Co-opted 

members shall not have voting rights on the Committee. 
3.6.2 The Committee shall, in the general interest of the 

Association, have the authority to determine the activities 
and organisation of the Association and the spending of 
finance by majority vote. In the event of the Committee 
voting a tie the Chairman shall have the casting vote. 

3.6.3 Power to raise funds and to invite and receive contributions 
provided that in raising the funds the Committee shall not 
undertake any substantial permanent trading activities and 
shall conform to any relevant requirements of the law. 

3.6.4 Power to purchase equipment to enable the Association to 
meet its objectives and to provide for the health and safety 
of its members. 

3.6.5 Power to dispose of any equipment no longer considered of use 
to the Association with any such funds being placed in the 
general fund. 

3.6.6 Power to co operate with other charities, voluntary bodies 
and statutory authorities operating in furtherance of the 
objectives or of similar charitable purposes and to exchange 
information and advice with them. 

3.6.8 Power to appoint and constitute such advisory committees as 
the Committee may think fit. 

3.6.9 Power to do all other lawful things as are necessary for the 
achievement of the objectives. 

 
 
Membership Records 
 
3.5.1 The Secretary/ Membership Secretary may keep membership 
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details in hard copy or electronic formats for the following purposes. 
 
Membership administration 
Administration of the Association 
 
Details will not be used for any other purposes without the data 
subject’s permission. 
 
 
Finance 
 
The Treasurer shall be responsible for maintaining a bank account in 
the Associations name and issue cheques that bear two recognised 
signatures.  Electronic banking will be permitted. Yearly accounts 
shall be inspected / audited annually before presentation to the 
membership. The financial year of the Association will be 1 April to 
31 March 
 
 
3.7 Voting 
 
3.7.1. Voting shall normally be done by a show of hands by properly 
registered members of the Association. 
 
3.7.2. Voting by proxy shall not be permitted. 
 
3.7.3. If a secret ballot is called or deemed necessary by the 
Chairman ballot papers shall only be issued to properly registered 
members of the Association 
 
3.7.4. The Chairman shall appoint two tellers 
 
3.8. The Dissolution of the Association 
 
3.8.1. Responsibility for winding up the Association’s affairs shall be 
placed in the hands of the Committee after receiving a majority 
resolution from the paid up members. 
 
3.8.2. In the absence of a quorum at such a meeting a motion signed 
by 50% of the total Group Members shall constitute the notification. 
 
3.8.3. A notice in writing to current members giving two months 
notice for written objections to the dissolution of the Association 
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shall constitute sufficient notice to Association members.  The assets 
of the Association, after meeting all current commitments, shall be 
disposed of as deemed appropriate by the members to a seafaring 
charity 
 
 
3.9. Meetings 
 
3.9.1. Annual General Meeting 
 
3.9.1.1 The Annual General Meeting shall normally be held in the 
month of April – 28 days notice of the meeting being given.  Such 
notice may be given by notice in the newsletter or by email but non-
receipt of such a notice by individual members shall not invalidate 
the proceedings. 
 
3.9.1.2. Business shall include 
 
1.  Minutes of the last Annual General Meeting and those of any 

Extraordinary General Meetings if 
applicable 

2.   Matters arising 
3.   Chairman’s Report 
4.   Receipt and adoption of the Treasure’s Report for the financial              
year 
5.   Election of officers for the Committee 
6.   Any other previously notified business 
 
3.9.1.3. A quorum shall comprise 25% of the total number of Group 
members 
 
3.9.2 Extraordinary General Meeting 
 
3.9.2.1. An Extraordinary General Meeting may be convened by 
direction of the Committee, or on request to the Secretary stating the 
business for which the Extraordinary General Meeting is required, 
and signed by not less than 15% of the total number of Association 
members.  If the meeting so requisitioned is not convened within two 
months the said members may convene such a meeting 
 
3.9.2.2. At least 14 days written notice in writing or by email shall be 
given to members of all Extraordinary General Meetings but non- 
receipt of such a notice by individual members shall not invalidate 
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the proceedings. 
 
3.9.2.3. The business of the Extraordinary General Meeting shall be 
that for which it is called and no other. 
 
3.9.2.4. A quorum shall comprise 25% of the total number of Group 
members. 
 
3.9.3. Committee Meeting 
 
Committee meetings shall be convened from time to time as deemed 
necessary by the Chairman or Committee.  These may be conducted 
electronically. 
 
A quorum shall comprise  three Committee members 
 
3.10 Constitution Review 
 
3.10.1. The constitution shall be reviewed at least every three years. 
Any changes to the Constitution shall be approved by a majority 
decision at the Annual General Meeting or at an Extraordinary 
General Meeting. 
 
3.10.2 Reference to the Charity Commission 
 
3.10.2.1 If the Association becomes a registered charity no 
amendment shall be made to the constitution unless it meets the rules 
of the Charity Commission 
 
Last reviewed and approved 
 
 
 
Chairman 
 
Signed on behalf of the HM Cossack Association 
_______________________________________________________ 

 

Newsletters and the Archives 
  I’ve now just finished  digitising 2002 newsletters.   

Whoopee, only 6 years worth to go, about 24 issues!  
_______________________________________________________ 
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Continuing with the late John Batty’s series on Australia, herewith 
the second one. 
 

Life Down Under (2) 
by John Batty 
The Bar-b-que 

  
In the mid 1950's I was a sparker in HMMS 1783 when we set up a 
couple of WWII mines outside Den Helder. We harvested a dozen fish 
from the resultant explosion. A half hour ago, I had watched my 
brother Ron toss a "half-plug" into the Hawkesbury river, and here 
were my wife, Joy, Ron's wife Edna, three of their kids and two of 
ours, cramped into a little rowboat, almost buried to the knees with 
fish of a dozen different kinds, colours and sizes. My brother, Ron 
and I were walking on the river bottom on tiptoe, pushing the boat, 
wives, kids and fish into the sandy beach of a small island. 
  
After everybody had disembarked, Ron picked out a dozen fish from 
the rowboat, carefully putting them into a damp hessian sack. "Those 
are ours" he grunted, obviously pleased, (when he's not pleased, he 
mumbles). "Bring the others, they'll do for Old Liz". I had long ago 
learned that it was no use questioning Ron about anything except the 
temperature of the Tooheys Old beer and accepted that we might 
shortly be introduced to 'Old Liz'. 
  
The Island was roughly oval, a wide sandy beach giving way to scrub, 
and a few shrubs. It was roughly one hundred yards long and fifty 
yards wide. In a clearing roughly in the centre was a hardwood plank 
table with bench seating for about two dozen people fixed around it. 
On one side stood a brick bar-b-que. 
  
"I'll clean the fish", volunteered Ron. "The kids can gather bits of 
dead shrubs to build the fire, the girls can watch the kids, and you can 
take a walk and see if Old Liz is on the island yet". A great 
organiser, my brother Ron! It was no use pointing out that I could 
see almost every square foot of the island without moving. However, 
whilst Ron sharpened his knife, the remainder of the families spread 
out to look for kindling. I started walking around the island. 
  
I arrived back at the camp site having sighted nobody at all, never 
mind anybody who could lay claim to being called Old Liz. Ron had 
ignored the bar-b-que and had scooped a hole in the sand about a foot 
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deep and a couple of feet long and wide. At the bottom of the hole, a 
cheerful fire of twigs, leaves and other combustibles, were blazing 
cheerfully. As the fire burned down to white hot ashes, Ron laid the 
newly filleted fish on top, scattered the powdery contents of a paper 
bag over the fish, spread more hot ashes over the whole lot, then 
buried them with damp sand. The girls were busy setting the places 
around the table. 
  

A half hour and a couple of Old Tooheys later, Ron carefully 
scraped off the top sand, lifted out the fish pieces, and laid them 
onto a serving plate after peeling the fish skin from tail to head of 
each piece, with the greatest of ease. The aroma was delicious. The 
kids had fruit juice, the girls had white wine, Ron and I washed 
down a tot of rum with a bottle each of Tooheys Old, the fish, 
nestled into a green salad, was delicious and all was well with the 
world. 
  
Joy's terror filled scream was only half finished before it was echoed 
by most of the five kids. The table, anchored three feet into the sand, 
and probably weighing two or three hundred weight, actually moved 
at least a foot as eight of us, jumped up and scattered. Standing 
where Joy had been sitting, it's front legs resting on the seat and 
it's foot long tongue making short work of the beautifully baked 
fish pieces which now littered the table, was the largest, ugliest 
lizard I had ever seen. At least four feet from snout to tail, it 
completely ignored Ron who sat calmly eating a piece offish only a 

foot away. 
 
Slowly, we all 
returned to stand a 
safe distance away 
from the table.  
Ron, swilling down 
his last piece of 
fish with my last 
drop of beer,   
cracked   the 
closest to a smile 
that I had   ever   
seen   him 
attempt.       "Meet 
Old Liz", he said. 

"Throw her a couple of raw fish and    she'll    be    your friend for 
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life".    Being particular about who I called   my   friends,   I 
declined the invitation, but a few minutes later,the girls and kids 
were feeding the huge creature from the pile of raw fish which was 
piled near the table. 
 
On the way home, enjoying the river sights as we glided back in 
Ron's old cruiser, Ron explained that Old Liz, had been washed to 
the island in the big flood of a couple of years ago. Being a meat 
eater, she had exhausted the supply of small lizards and rodents 
which normally lived there but had luckily developed a taste for fish 
with which she was amply supplied by visitors to the island. 
  
I looked at my wife and smiled.   We had been in this beautiful 
country for only three days, I wondered what other surprises were 
in store for us. 
_______________________________________________________ 
 
The Attack on Sardinia by Cossack (L03) and Maori 
  
In August 1941 Cossack and Maori were part of Force H, escorting a 
vital convoy from Gibraltar to Malta.   However, the two ships were 
diverted en route, Cossack with orders to attack Alghero and Maori 
the neighbouring harbour of Port Conte. 
 
According to our late shipmate, Ken Robinson, the idea was to create 
a diversion in order to attract aircraft from their base at Cagliari 
instead of going for the convoy.   It would also give the impression 
that there was going to be an attempted landing in those two small 
harbours.   He says they went in with all guns blazing and kept it up 
for about 15 minutes, firing at nothing in particular, just making a lot 
of noise.   They then withdrew at high speed and raced back to the 
convoy. 
 
Evidently the report of this event on our website, where it has been 
for years, attracted the notice of a Dr. Mauro Almaviva of Alghero.   I 
received an email from Dr Mauro asking for more information and a 
picture of Cossack.   He said that he was co-writing a book on the 
militart defences around Alghero.   He said that the official Italian 
reports mention the attack on Porto Conte but not Coack’s on 
Alghero. 
 
Deciding that Keith, our Archivist, was better qualified to answer it, I 
quickly passed it on to him! 
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Keith kindly put together a CD of pictures and reports and sent it off 
to Dr. Mauro.   Keith received the following email in response: 
 
Dear Keith 
 
I have managed to explore the Cossack CD you kindly sent to me. 
Very interesting. 
The manuscript my friend and I sent to a publisher, was accepted and 
the publication will be about mid next year. 
The title is Lo sbarco che mai avvenne (The landing that never 
occurred) 
Meaning the landing in Sardinia during wwii that was firstly planned, 
than used as deception for Sicily landing. 
So the attack of Maori and Cossack to Porto Conte and Alghero on 
1st August 1941 is narrated. 
As promised we have mentioned the association both in 
Acknowledgements: 
 
La HMS Cossack Association (http://www.hmscossack.org/) per le 
informazioni storiche ed il permesso di utilizzare la fotografia del 
cacciatorpediniere 
(HMS Cossack Association for the historical information and to use 
the picyure of the destroyer) 
 
and in References: 
 
ROBINSON K,   Testimonianza su azione Cossack a Porto Conte 
(testimony of Cossack action at Porto Conte); 
Www.hmscossack,org/download/SOME%20 SURVIVORS’%
20NARRATIVES,doc 
 
Thank you again for your kindness, 
Mauro 

__________ 
 
Very well done Keith - thank you 
_______________________________________________________ 
 
 
And Finally 
  
When I started this newsletter it was mid October but a severely 
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painful arthritic condition kept interfering, so now it’s a November 
issue instead.  Sorry! 
_______________________________________________________ 
 
Your e-mail addresses 
 
In October I had received the details of when and where S/M Peter 
Taylor’s was to be held and hoped to get this newsletter out in time to 
let members know too.   When I realised that was going to happen I 
did the next best thing I could think of, which was to send an email to 
those UK members for whom I had an address. 
 
Of those to whom the email was sent, five were returned 
“undeliverable”,   These were the same addresses as were shown on 
the last page of the previous newsletter, and indeed this one. 
 
Would each of you therefore look at that back page and if your name 
is on it, please check that the address is correct.   If not, let me know.  
If you’ve got an email address but you aren’t listed on the back page, 
let me know,  
 
       Peter H.  
   
_______________________________________________________ 
 
And Finally, Finally 
 
There won’t be another newsletter now until well in to the new year 
so I want to wish you all 
 

A very happy Christmas 
 

 and a peaceful new year 
 

 
 
 

That’s it Folks 

But 

Just be careful out there 
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