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Chairman’s Chatter – Ken Satterthwaite. 
 

 Hello one and all and a happy new year to you. I trust you all 

had as a great Christmas as Sheila & I had with family. Well we are 

into a new decade I cannot believe it is 2020 as it only seems like 

yesterday when I retired in 2000, time flies when you are enjoying 

yourselves. 

 

I hope you have thought hard and long about my chatter from 

November 2019 Newsletter re future of the association and any 

suggestions you have please let us know as April is drawing very 

close. On that subject I hope you have booked your room in the 

Mariners Club at Portsmouth for our 2020 Reunion. 

 

On another matter as we are aware it is the 80th Anniversary of the 

‘Altmark Incident’ next month and recently I had the following e-

mail from a Cdr N J Hall RN Executive Officer NATO CIS Group:   

 

“I’m not sure if you are aware on 16/17 Feb’ 20 it will be the 80th 

Anniversary of the “Altmark Incident” where the famous cry “The 

Navy’s here” rang loud around the world as Sailors from the 

Destroyer HMS COSSACK boarded and freed 300 British Merchant 

Seaman. In my capacity as the SNO for such Events as Armed Forces 

Weekend and Remembrance Sunday in Worthing, West Sussex, it 

was recently brought to my attention that one of the Heroes of that 

night, WO J J F Smith DSC is buried in a cemetery there. He won his 

DSC in this action and was the only British casualty wounded by a 

booby trap”. 

 

As such it has been suggested to me by both local media and the 

Worthing Veterans Association (WVA) that it would be fitting to hold 

a small Service on the day to Commemorate the Event. Personally, I 

think that is a great idea and it will happen as the WVA will organise 

it and the Town will support this as well.  Therefore, what I would 

like to request is a small RN Contingent for the day, preferably from 

a Destroyer, and full Media Comms interaction.  
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Following further e-mails between him and me explaining about our 

association etc, the following will take place  

 

“The Parade will take place at 1100 on Monday 17 Feb’ 20 at 

Durrington Cemetery, Worthing. This is literally just off the A27 at 

the intersection with the A24. 

 

I would request that you aim to arrive by 1030 in order to get briefed 

and fallen in. The Parade will consist of a simple Service and wreath 

laying, I would suggest that you may wish to lay one on behalf of the 

Association and should last about thirty minutes. On completion we 

will repair to the Rose & Crown Pub, HQ of Worthing Veterans, for a 

buffet lunch, no cost involved. Rig will be Veterans Order, i.e. Blazer, 

beret and medals. 

 

So, you are aware the following will also be involved, a Contingent 

from HMS DAUNTLESS, a Representative from the Norwegian 

Embassy, Worthing Veterans Association and Worthing Borough 

Council. I’m also hoping for a good representation from the Media”. 

 

I along with our standard bearer will be attending also I am led to 

believe Keith and Debbie. If anybody else wishes to attend, please let 

me know asap as the organisers wish to know numbers attending. 

This seems a fitting tribute for the start of the 80th anniversary. It is a 

surprise to me that an ex-Cossack is buried in Worthing where we 

had many a reunion. 

 

Well that’s all folks from me so keep her steady out there.  

 

It doesn’t take a hero to order men to battle. It takes a hero to be one 

of those men who go into battle. - Norman Schwarzkopf 1991‘ 
 

 .”Ken Satterthwaite          

 

 

         ‘The Navy’s Here’ 
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MEMBERSHIP MATTERS  

Report by the Membership Assistant (Local Acting).    
   
Our current membership stands as follows:  
 
Life Members   4     
Full Ship Members           41    

Assoc Members           28 

Hon Members   5 
 Total            78 
 
Last month I’m sad to say we lost one our last two L03 members.   
Shipmate Stanley Freeland passed over the bar on 4th December 
2019.   His obituary is given a bit further below. 
 

Shipmate Alec Kellaway is now our last L03 member.   Haven’t 

heard anything about Alec recently but we must cherish him whilst 

we’ve still got him. 

___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
OBITUARIES 
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S/M S.R. Freeland 
 

Stan Freeland joined the RN on 3 June 1941 as a 19 year old and 

less than 2 months later was serving aboard HMS Cossack (L03) as 

an Ordinary Seaman.  In October 1941 he was fortunate to survive 

the ship’s sinking. 
 

After a passage back to UK with other survivors in HMS Rodney, 

he became a submariner for the rest of the war.   His ships/shore 

bases included Collingwood, Victory, Pembroke, Dolphin, Cyclops, 

Wolf, Forth, Elfin (Tuna - Operation Franklin (Cockleshell He-

roes)) and Seraph (Operation Mincemeat). 
 

He was released on 8th March 1946 as an Able Seaman. 

 

Our sympathies and condolences were passed on to his son Kevin, 

who told us about his father’s passing. 



MAY HE FIND A SAFE ANCHORAGE FOREVER 
——————————————————————————— 
- 
REUNION 2020 
 
Our Secretary has asked me to give you a little reminder about 
booking for the next reunion.   Details were previously given in the 
August 2019 Newsletter but nearly 5 months down the line perhaps a 
reminder would be timely. 
 
The reunion will take place at the Royal Maritime Club Hotel in 
Portsmouth 17th to 19th April 2020.   Bookings should be made 
direct with the hotel by telephone on 02392 824321 or through its 
website www.royalmaritimeclub.co.uk   Further information may be 
found on our own website at www.hmscossack.co.uk/news 
 
Please inform the Sec, either by e-mail or letter once you have 
booked. 
 
Get booking! 
_______________________________________________________ 
——————————————————————————— 
The Life of D57 
 
For sometime now our Hon. Archivist, Keith Batchelor, has been 
working at getting together the details of the life and times of the 
ship, D57, and the men who served in her over the years from 1945 
to 1960.   However, he feels now that it needs of some you members 
to see whether it agrees with your knowledge and experience. 
 
It therefore needs to be printed out for you to read but, since it is of 
more than 60 A4 pages we can’t do it all at once in a newsletter.   So, 
it will be done in chunks of about 10 pages per newsletter.   The first 
section is printed below.   This covers the period from 1945 to just in 
1950, ie commissions 1945 - 1947 and 1947 - 1949. 
 
You will see that at the end of 1947, from September onwards, the are 
a number of visits for whch no actual dates are given.   Were you one 
of those who meticulously recorded events in a diary?   Perhaps you 
can supply the dates. 
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The life of D57 (R57) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Non Est Utilitas Equum Mortem Flagellant 
(It’s no use flogging a dead horse) 

 

 

 

During Warship Week in February 1942, Esher raised £1,192,211, which helped 

to build a warship, ‘HMS Cossack’. This was done by the public throwing 

money in to a rubber type float in a pool. (There was sufficient money left over 

to buy a submarine as well) 

 

Battle Honours 

Baltic 1855 

Witu 1890 

Dover Patrol 1914-1919 

Narvik 1940 

Norway 1940  

Atlantic 1940-1941 

Bismarck Action 1941 

Malta Convoys 1941 



Korea 
 

(Details as known at April 2019) 

 

Laid down by Messrs Vickers Armstrong in High Walker Yard at Newcastle on 

Tyne on 18 March 1943. (Yard no. 63) 

 

Launched 10th May 1944  

Completed 4 September 1945 

 

 

Standard displacement -1730 tons 

Fully loaded seagoing displacement - 2550 tons  

Length 362 ft 9 inches 

Beam 35 ft 8 inches 

Draught 15 ft 10 inches 

2 x Parsons marine Steam Turbines - S. H. P 40,000 for 33 knots 

 

Armament 

4 x 4.5 guns QF.  In 1951 one was removed and replaced by a 40mm Bofors  

(Became 7 in 6 mountings)                                                                                                                                                                                                                 

6 x 40mm Bofors 

4 x 21 inch torpedo tubes 

4 x Depth charge throwers 

 

Complement  Peace   War 

Officers                    15               15 

Ratings      213             248 

 

On page 7, the first page, can be seen a Latin motto and its translation with 

below it the ship’s badge.   Mystery surrounds each of these.   The Lords of the 

Admiralty, not known for their sense of humour, are unlikely to have approved 

of such a tongue-in-cheek motto for one of the Royal Navy fleet.   So, where 

did it come from?    

 

The official Admiralty art for the ship’s badge shows a horseman with a white 

coat or smock, as would be suitable for a Cossack on the steppes of Russia.   It 

is assumed that this would have been the badge would have been when the ship 

was commissioned in 1945.   However, what is certain is that at some point the 

colour of the rider’s coat/smock changed from white to red.   This would appear 

to signify the political change in Russia from White Russian to Communist red. 
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Scuttlebut has it that both of these things occurred later in 1945 when the ship 

was in the Far East.   The war in Europe had ended before COSSACK left the 

UK.   The war with Japan had ended at the beginning of September 1945 and 

by the time that COSSACK arrived on the Far East Station some 

demobilisation had begun back in the U.K.   For many “hostilities only” 

personnel, both officers and men, this was a sore point.   There they were, far 

from home and, for many, after a long and arduous war, they had to sit it out 

and wait for reliefs to be organised and trooped out to take their places. 

As far as the motto is concerned it is of no great significance.   It had no official 

standing and was probably just a Wardroom jape reflecting the current situation 

at that time.   The change of colour on the ship’s badge would have had to have 

had some sort of official recognition.   The badge in that form appears to have 

remained in use in COSSACK from 1945 until the ship was finally paid off in 

1959.    

 
I later asked some of the officers who had been aboard during that first 
commission about it.   The story I got was that when the ship commissioned 
the smock was white and remained so until just after the war with Japan 
ended.   Demobilisation had started back in UK and with troops returning from 
Europe.   Those in the Far East were told that there would be some delay until 
reliefs could be organised and sent out.   This caused some unrest and a group 
of junior officers decided to make a protest.   During one night alongside the 
ship’s badge was repainted, red to reflect revolution and the Red Army.   The 
Captain, although he said that they were searching for the culprit, secretly 
liked the badge in its new colour and no action was taken to revert it to the 
original colour.   As we know, it remained that way until Cossack finally paid 
off. 
      Yours aye - Peter Harrison Lt RN. 

 

 

1944 
 

Winter   Trials off Newcastle 

   Malta for further trials 

 

1945 

 

22 August 1945 Commissioned as R57 (Pennant number changed after 

VJ Day to D57. Armed at Chatham. 

 

4 September 1945.      Completed. Nominated for service with 6th Destroyer 

Flotilla, British Pacific Fleet as Senior Officer’s Ship 
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10 September 1945 The Tyne 

 

11 September 1945 Arrived at the Nore for docking 

 

3 October 1945  Arrived at Portland 

 

14 October 1945 Weymouth 

 

15 October 1945 Departed Portland 

 

18 October 1945 Arrived at Gibraltar 

 

20 October 1945  Departed Gibraltar 

 

23 October 1945  Arrived at Malta 

 

14 December 1945 Departed Malta 

 

18 December 1945 Arrived at Port Said 

 

19 December 1945 Departed Port Said 

 

23 December 1945 Arrived at Aden (No departure date) with COMRT and 

HOWE. 

The engineering officer Commander Aleu called for volunteers to go around 

the Royal Navy ships in the harbour singing carols.  Each ship they went to 

they sang carols and were invited on board for a drink.  Finally, being very 

happy they decided to go on board a battleship which was the Admirals 

flagship. They decided to go up the red carpeted gangway reserved for the 

admiral.  A young ensign was on guard at the top and seeing the very 

happy sailors coming towards him called out the marines who rushed to the top 

of the gangway armed to the teeth.  The happy carolers decided it was time to 

do an about turn and went back to HMS Cossack. (Scott Walker) 

 

 

 

1946 

 

2 January 1946  Arrived at Colombo 

 

4 January 1946 Departed Colombo 
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7 January 1946 Colombo to Singapore 

 

8 January 1946 Malacca Straits. Arrived at Singapore 

 

11 January1946  Departed Singapore 

 

12 January 1946 Singapore to Labuan 

 

13 January 1946 Approaching Labuan 

 

15 January 1946 Labuan to Hong Kong 
 

17 January 1946 Approaching Hong Kong 

 

23 January 1946 Arrived at Hong Kong 

 

25 January 1946 Left Hong Kong 

 

26 January 1946 Hong Kong to Yokohama 

 

28 January 1946 Approaching Yokohama 

 

30 January 1946 Arrived at Tokyo? 

 

14 March 1946 Yokohama to Kure 

 

17 March 1946  Ship’s Company travelled by train from Kure to 

 Hiroshima. (No warning on the effects of radiation were 

 given) 

 

26 March 1946 Approaching Kagoshima 

 

31 March 1946 Kagoshima to Kure 

 

4 April 1946  Kure to Yokohama 

 

1 May 1946  Yokohama to Shanghai (after three months in Japan) 

 

2 May 1946  Approaching Shanghai 

 

5 May 1946   Left Shanghai 

 

6 May 1946  Shanghai to Hong Kong 
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7 May 1946  Approaching Hong Kong 

 

28 May 1946  Hong Kong to Singapore after a week of exercises. 

 

30 May 1946  0520 exchanged identities with VINDEX 

 

1 June 1946  Approaching Singapore 

 

3 June 1946  Crossing the equator 

 

4 June 1946  Singapore to Fremantle and south of the line 

 

9 June 1946  One day out from Fremantle 

 

10th June 1946.  Fremantle / Perth 

 

1 July 1946  Fremantle to Geraldton 

 

6 July 1946  Geraldton to Tarakan 

 

11 July 1946  Approaching Tarakan 

 

13 July 1946  Tarakan to Hong Kong 
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17 July 1946  Dodging typhoons off Hong Kong 

 

18 July 1946  Somewhere near the Paracels 

 

19 July 1946  Returning to Hong Kong 

 

26 July 1946  Hong Kong to Shanghai 

 

28 July 1946  Off Shanghai – more typhoons 

 

13 August 1946 Shanghai to Chingwantao 

 

13 September 1946 Komatsushima to Obama 

 

20 September 1946 Obama to Yokohama 

 

26 September 1946 Exercising off Shikoku 

 

29 September 1946 Returning to Yokohama 

 

2 October 1946 Yokohama to Hong Kong 

 

6 October 1946 Approaching Hong Kong and exercising 

 

11 October 1946 Off Hong Kong (About to refit) 

 

13 November 1946 Hong Kong 

 

31 December 1946 Dry Dock Hong Kong 

 

 

 

1947 

 

   Rescue of “Tai Tong” 

 

 Hong Kong 

 

1 January 1947 Tokio 

 

2 January 1947 Mirs Bay 

 

26 January 1947 Nagasaki 
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29 January 1947 Tokyo 

 

14 February 1947 Nagoya 

 

20 February 1947 Iwakuni 

 

22 February 1947 Kure 

 

5 March 1947  Arrived Shanghai at 1000 hours with BELFAST and  

   COMET for an informal visit. Moored in the French  

   Bund. 

 

8 March 1947  US Admiral W.A. Kitts hosts officers of COSSACK and 

   COMET 

 

17 March 1947 Tsingtoa 

 

23 March 1947 Sesabo 

 

29 March 1947 Kure  

 

3 April 1947  Sesabo 

 

5 April 1947  Takiako 

 

9 April 1947  Sesabo  

 

14 April 1947  Hong Kong 

 

25 April1947  Mirs Bay 

 

26 April 1947  Hong Kong 

 

20 May 1947  Singapore 

 

28 May 1947  Johore 

 

29 May 1947  Mersing (Malaya) 

 

30 May 1947  Kluantoa 

 

1 June 1947  Singapore 
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7 June 1947  Hong Kong 

 

16 July 1947   Chernulpho 

 

17 July 1947  Seaul 

 

22 July 1947  Fusum 

 

28 July 1947  Kure 

 

8 August 1947  Yokahama 

 

16 August 1947 Sesabo 

 

22 August 1947 Tomiewan 

 

24 August 1947 Kure 

 

29 August 1947 Iwakune 

 

30 August 1947 Hiro 

 

4 September 1947 Kagaskima 

 

6 September 1947 Sesabo 

 

7 September 1947 Tomiewan 

 

13 September 1947 Sesabo 

 

15 September 1947 Tomiewan 

 

20 September 1947 Sesabo 

 

27 September 1947 Hong Kong 

 

 

 

??   Plover Cove 

 

??   Quantan (Malaya) 

 

??   Hong Kong (HMS TAMAR) 
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??   Tokyo Bay 

 

??   Kure (Japan) 

 

??   Yokasuka 

 

??   Shimonaseki Strait 

 

??   Chemulpo (Korea) 

 

??   Pusan (Korea) – Played Korean team at football. Lost  

   11 – 0 

 

??   Sasebo (Japan) 

 

??   Gotto Islands 

 

??   Kure 

 

??   Hong Kong 

 

 

1948 

 

January 1948  Hong Kong 

 

   Mirs Bay 

 

February 1948  Hong Kong dockyard for repairs to engines. 

 

June 1948   Fleet rifle competition. Came 2nd in the Small Ships  

   Rifle Cup. Small Ship winner of the Team Tile  

   competition. 

 

June 1948  Visited Sasebo and Kure in company with HMS  

   Jamaica. 

 

July-    Hong Kong – (one week) 

 

   Japan 

 

   Iwakuni – Exercises with the Americans 
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   Kure  (4 days) 

 

   Ominato   ( Fleet Regatta) (Won Wardroom Whaler race) 

   (Came  third in the Fleet Open Whaler race) 

 

   Yokasuka 

 

   Kobe 

 

   Nagoya 

 

   Kure 

 

   Hong Kong 

 

 

1949 

 

 

25 February 1949 Nanking 

 

26 February 1949  Resumed patrol on the Yangtse River to relieve another 

destroyer which had been tied up at a pontoon alongside 

a disused cement and gas factory about 6 miles from 

Nanking 

 

14 March 1949 Sailed from the Yangtze River for 

   Shanghai and Nanking 

 

15 March 1949  Captain R.T.White DSO RN 

appointed Captain. Until 28 August 

1950 
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March 1949  Nanking (12/13 March Ships Company presented “Bring 

on the Dancing Girls” (See separate programme) 

 

March 1949  Exercises at Woosung  

 

27 March 1949 Hong Kong 

 

4 April 1949  Hong Kong – refit 

 

12 April 1949   Hong Kong – Floating dock 

 

9 May 1949  Passage to Yangtse 

 

Developed serious evaporator problems stemming from the refit which severely 

restricted ability to make fresh water. Ship was damaged during an attempt in a 

gale to replenish the water supply from BELFAST. Returned to Hong Kong for 

repairs  

 

June 1949  Sailed North in company of JAMAICA 

 

30 July 1949  At buoy in Sasebo harbour. Made steam in 3 hours and 

proceeded to meet AMETHYST about 1100 hours after her escape down the 

Yangtze River. Escorted AMETHYST as she had a damaged engine room.  

 

 

Recollection of PO Norman Buck 

 

We were on our way back to Whampoa entrance and at the end of August HMS 

Amethyst managed to escape the Chinese.   Having secretly got fuel for her 

engines and wrapped the cable in cloths soaked oil to keep the noise down, she 

slipped away without being seen.   It was a cold night and no moon.   HMS 

Cossack was inside the entrance waiting for her.   It was about 0300 when I 

was told to get my hawsers out on the quarterdeck in case she broke down and 

had to be towed.   She didn’t have much oil or engine power. 

 

The Chinese were alerted before Amethyst got to the entrance and they had 9-

inch guns on the forts.   I stood on the quarterdeck and watched the Chinese 

sink one of their own ferries crossing the river.   It was set alight and eventually 

sank.   We escorted Amethyst back to Hong Kong with a cruiser joining us.   It 

was quite a scene with all ships and their sirens greeting her.   What a sight!   I 

felt very proud to be British.   Amethyst’s ship’s company all got 11 days leave. 
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1 August 1949  HMS AMETHYST crossing astern of HMS COSSACK 
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August 1949  Whampoa Entrance 

 

   Yokasuka 

 

   Sasebo 

 

   Kure 

 

   Kagoshima 

 

30 September 1949  Hong Kong 

 
__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Life Down Under (5) 
by John Batty  

A quiet Sunday 

 

Edna, Ron's wife had pursuaded Joy, my wife to join her in taking the 

combined five kids to the annual Easter show. Ron and I decided, at his 

insistance, to give it a miss and have a "bonding day" at his place. "Who 

wants to drag five kids around a hot and dusty show ground with 

thousands of people pushing and shoving. Hundreds of smelly cattle in the 

show ring and barkers by the hundred polluting the air with their raucus 

voices making 'side show alley' a hell on earth..." When he put it like that, 

who was I to disagree with him?  

 

All the arrangements were made and the appointed day dawned at about 

0430 with a molten sun pushing itself over the Eastern horizon 

immediately raising the temperature to an almost unbearable degree. 'Ron 

knows what he's talking about', I mused.  

 

I arrived at Ron's place to find him up a gum tree, literally, he was holding 

on with one hand whilst he released a cat from a fork in the tree about 

twenty feet from terra firma. I turned my back until I was sure that he was 

back on the ground, knowing full well that he wouldn't have accepted any 

help...wasn't his daughter planning to be a Vet??? The cat appeared to be 

very anti-Ron so I volunteered to hold him (the cat not Ron). It still 

appeared to be pretty anti social so Ron decided to give it a valium...  
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I had my doubts, but my daughter wasn't planning to be a vet, in fact I 

didn't even have a daughter... I cradled the cat in my left arm, whilst I 

applied a little pressure to the side of the cat's mouth with my right thumb 

and forefinger. The valium was held in my right hand. As the cat was 

pursuaded to open it's mouth, I popped in the pill . Easy.. I allowed the cat 

to close his mouth to swallow...  

 

Ron retrieved the pill from the floor and collected the cat from behind the 

sofa. 1 cradled the cat in my left arm again and repeated the process. We 

cornered the cat in the main bedroom and threw away the soggy pill. With 

a wry smile, I took a new pill from the foilwrap, cradled the cat in my left 

arm while I held it's rear legs tightly with my left hand. With my right 

hand I forced open it's jaws and pushed the pill to the back of it's mouth 

with my right forefinger. I then held it's mouth shut for the count often.  

It was a messy business fishing the pill from the goldfish bowl and then 

helping the cat down from the top of the kitchen dresser. I called Ron 

from where he was hiding in the garden - he hated to see animals in 

distress.  

I knelt on the floor with the cat wedged firmly between my knees,  

holding the front and rear paws. Ignoring the low growls emitted by the 

animal and instructed Ron to hold the cat's head firmly with one hand 

while forcing a twelve inch wooden ruler into it's mouth, he then rolled 

the pill down the ruler and vigorously rubbed the cat's throat.  

Together, we rescued the cat from the curtain rail and took another pill 

from the foil wrap, Ron made a note to buy a new ruler and have the 

curtains repaired, he carefully collected the pieces of his two prized 

Dresden Mantle Vases and put them safely away for repairing later.  

I wrapped the cat in a large towel and Ron lay on it with it's head just 

visible below his armpit. I put the pill in the end of a drinking straw, 

forced the cat's mouth open with a pencil, inserted the straw and blew 

down it as hard as I could.  

 

I then checked the label on the foil wrap to make sure that the valium 

wasn't too dangerous to humans, had a large scotch to take the taste away, 

applied a band aid to Ron's forearm and removed the bloodstain from the 

carpet with cold water and mild soap.  

 

We tracked the cat to the neighbours shed, armed ourselves with another 

pill, placed the cat inside the shed and closed the door leaving only it's 

head showing outside, forced open it's mouth with a large spoon chisel 
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and flicked the pill down it's throat using the propelling force of a rubber 

band cut from a bicycle tyre.  

 

I replaced the hinges on the door as well as I could, threw away the 

remains of my shirt and collected a fresh one of Ron's from the bedroom. 

I then rang the fire brigade to rescue the cat from the roof across the road. 

I apologised to the neighbour who had wrecked her fence while swerving 

to avoid the cat as it streaked across the road in front of her car.  

 

(Seeing the look that she shot across at me, I was certainly glad that she 

wasn't my neighbour))....and I took the last pill from the foil wrap.  

We tied the cat's front paws to it's rear paws with garden twine and then 

bound it tightly to the leg of the dining room table, fetching heavy duty 

pruning gloves from the shed, Ron put them on then forced the cat's 

mouth open with a medium sized spanner, I quickly threw the pill down 

it's gullet followed by a large piece of rump steak. I twisted it's neck until 

it's head was vertical and poured a pint of water down it's throat to wash 

down the pill and the steak.  

 

Ron drove me down to the emergency room at the local hospital and I sat 

quietly while the doctor stitched my forearm, reset my two broken fingers 

and removed the remnants of the pill from my right eye. On the way 

home we stopped off at the furniture shop and ordered a new table and 

Ron telephoned the local vet to arrange a convenient time for a house call.  

The girls had arrived home whilst we were at the hospital and were 

enjoying a cup of tea when we arrived..the kids were sitting in a circle on 

the floor, each of them stroking the purring lump of fur which was lying 

on it's back in the centre of the circle with a seraphic smile on it's face.  

Ron looked at me, I looked at Ron and we both made a dive for the fridge 

in the kitchen... We each twisted the top from a large bottle of Tooheys 

Old . and took a long, long swallow of the ice cold amber liquid…  

Thank Heavens The Easter Show only comes round once a year....  

___________________________________________________________ 

 

More on the Altmark Incident 
 

This newspaper cutting, from the 24/11/19 edition of the Sunday 

Telegraph, was passed to me by my neighbour who knows of my interest 

in things Cossack.   Unfortunately he hadn’t noticed the letters in the 

previous two editions and they had gone for recycling. 
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That’s it Folks 

But 

Just be careful out there   
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