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Chairman’s Chatter – Ken Satterthwaite. 

 

 Hi to one and all.  Well what a grand reunion we had last month, 

although numbers are down, in  my opinion it was one of the best, as 

the Mariners Club venue did us proud so it was without consideration 

we have booked there again next year which I am sure our secretary 

will be mentioning further in this newsletter.    Of course, a reunion 

does not happen on its own and therefore it is a big ‘Bravo Zulu’ to 

Debbie our secretary who works tirelessly making sure it all happens.   

Also, our Guest of Honour Commander Rob Noble RNR was 

impressed and impressing. 

 

Peter Harrison is to continue editing the newsletter and along with the 

secretary will take on the role of membership secretary, though bear 

in mind his limited in what he can do, and we are still looking for a 

volunteer/s to take on both roles.    It was agreed at the AGM to 

review the constitution as in its present form does meet the 

association needs for the future. This will be done over the course of 

the coming year for it to be tabled at the 2020 AGM. 

 

2020 is a landmark year in the history of both LO3 & D57 as in 

February it will be 80 years ago that the famous Altmark Incident 

took place and 60 years ago when D57 was decommissioned in 

Devonport.  So, the committee thought we ought to mark both events 

it at our next reunion so are in the process of planning it, therefore get 

the date in your diaries now for it as I’m sure it will be a good one. 

 

Well we are off to the IOW for a week’s holiday on the 18th May 

staying in a houseboat moored up in Bembridge harbour so stacks of 

sea time, does that qualify for hard layers and overseas allowance? 

 

I hope that you are all well and looking forward to a holiday or two 

so until next time ‘keep her steady’ 

 

‘Wherever men have lived there is a story to be told, and it depends 

chiefly on the story-teller or historian whether that is interesting or 

not – Thoreau, Journal - March 1860.’ 
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.”Ken Satterthwaite               The Navy’s Here’. 

 

 

_______________________________________________________ 

 

MEMBERSHIP MATTERS  

 
Membership Report for 2019 AGM           updated 17/4/2019 

 

It is 2nd April as I sit down to compose what will  be my last report, 

as Membership Secretary, to the AGM – thought it best to avoid All 

Fools Day! 

 

As you will have seen in the last Newsletter Peter Harrison sent out 

reminders that he is going to do Acting Local Membership assistant 

and in fact has already taken on that role to the extent that a flood of 

2019 subscriptions have arrived with him, to date. Well done but that 

still leave about 25 outstanding and remember it is only a fiver per 

year now and receipt of subs does indicate a continued interest in the 

Association. 

 

Included in the received subs is one new Member so welcome to 

Russell Campling’s wife Pauline. 

 

This brings us nicely to current Membership levels:- 
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Life Members   5 

Full Ship Members           46 

Assoc Members           30 

Hon Members   5 

 Total            86 

 

Our Secretary has asked for a complete breakdown of Membership 

losses since the last AGM so here goes:- 
      Served     Joined  Left 

 Name  Ship    Rank  Years     Assoc. Assoc. 

Life:- 

 Colechin L03 Ord Sea 1940/41   1/10/1996 03/09/2018 

 Milton  L03 Sigman Jan/Mar? 3/04/2012 30/05/2018 

 Eberle  D57 Sub Lt.  1947/49   17/04/2001 17/05/2018 

 Price  D57 Ldg. Sea 1951/54   17/05/1998 06/11/2018 

          *Jackson L03 Ldg.Sea. 1939/40   19/03/2009 01/01/2019 

           * Note assumed Passed over the Bar as lost contact 

Full:- 

  Luter  D57 L.E.M.  1958/60    10/08/1996 19/06/2018 

 Hare  D57 Boy Sea 1947      1/02/1998 23/08/2018 

 Kay  D57 Ldg.Sea. 1951/54     25/02/1995 14/05/2018 

 Race  D57 Sigman. 1946/48     30/04/1994 25/10/2018 

  Knight  D57 AB.  1955/56     27/01/1998 04/05/2018 

       ** MacDonald  D57 Coder(E) 1956           4/12/2007 07/06/2018 

          **Note Not renewing from April 2019 for health reasons 

Assoc:-   

 Smithen      Son of L Sea Smithen L03                  24/04/1996 03/10/2018 

 Brighton     Nephew of  L Sig Brighton L03      05/02/2015 03/10/2018 

 Price        Widow of Jack Price                  01/05/2005 30/08/2018                             

***Eaton        Widow of Eric Eaton       0/07/2001   30/08/2018 

  *** Note assumed Passed over the Bar as lost contact 

 

       Doug Parkinson 

 

Report by the Membership Assistant (Local Acting).    
 
Of the Ship and Associate members, for whom payment of  
subscriptions was due on 1st May, ten have not paid at the time of 
going to press.   I try not to think the worst as there can be many 
reasons.  If you are one of them, please let me have your cheque 
soon. 
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Doug Parkinson reported in the last newsletter that our White Ensign 
has been gratefully received and used at two of the funerals earlier in 
the year.    Although he has now relinquished the post of Membership 
Secretary, he will continue to hold the White Ensigns and send them 
to members who request their use.   
________________________________________________________ 

 
From the archive side - Keith Batchelor 
 
Debbie and I have continued to scan photos for the new website and 
check for typos. There are certainly some good items on the original 
website that will need to be copied over so that we do not lose the 
valuable information. 
 
In this respect the AGM mentioned the possibility of trying to find a 
permanent home for the archives sometime in the not too distance 
future. I have started this process and will keep members updated as 
things occur.  As usual we left the reunion with more than we took 
with the presentation of a solid metal ships crest, additional 
information and other odds and ends.  This has taken three weeks to 
“put to bed”  so I can now get back to typing up the history of the 
third COSSACK – 157 pages done and about the same to go. 
 
Sometime ago there was a possibility of a sea trip up the coast of 
Norway but the boat owner become ill and had to spend time in 
hospital. He has now sold his boat and unless the new owners kindly 
offer their services it looks like the trip will no longer happen. 
 
We await the copy of the new film that Finn told us about concerning 
the “Altmark Incident”.  This should be finished in time for the 80 
years next February of the  original incident. 

       Keith 

_______________________________________________________ 
 

An Invitation to a grand day out.    

 

No!   Not from Wallace to Gromit! 

 

Your Association President, Rupert Digby, invites you to a day out at 

Minterne House and Gardens on Monday 9th September 2019.   
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Minterne House is located near Cerne Abbas in Dorset DT2 7AU. 

 

A provisional itinerary is as follows: 

 

 

11am   Tour of the house 

1pm     Lunch at Minterne tearoom on terrace* 

2pm     Walk round gardens  

4pm     Transport to station or hotel 

 

       *  A sandwich lunch will cost £5.40 per head 

 

Detailed arrangements will follow once numbers of members, 

associates and family/carers are known. 

 

For those who wish to arrive in the area the day before, ie on the 

Sunday, hotel accommodation is available at the Best Western Oborn 

The Grange, near Sherborne, Dorset 

(postcode DT9 4LA, Tel.No. 0203-0278146)   The hotel is flexible 

and wheelchair accessible but talk to the hotel about any special 

needs.   Price will be approx. £90-110 per night double room 

including breakfast. 

 

About the house 

 

The house was purchased in 1795 by Admiral Robert Digby 

from the Churchill family. 

Pictures are displayed of Trafalgar where Captain Henry Digby 

commanded HMS Africa – his brother George commanded the first 

HMS Cossack. 

Also displayed are photos of Admiral Sherbrooke, Commander of 

HMS Cossack (L03) at the 2nd Battle of Narvik, his ships and his 

cape. 

 

About the gardens 

 

Small lakes, streams and cascades offer a new vista at each turn 
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around the 1-mile round horseshoe shaped wild woodland gardens.   

Over 200 Maples and Acers provide sensational autumn colouring, 

including one planted by the Queen. 

 

The tour will be guided by Rupert Digby and his family 

 

To help to get this organized Rupert has asked that those members 

who would like to take up his invitation let him have the following 

information as soon as possible: 

 

 Lead member’s name 

 Contact details 

 Number in party 

 Mobility 

 Any special dietary requirements 

 Accommodation requirements. 

 

Please send those details by email to 

rupert@rookwoodfarmhouse.co.uk OR 

 by post to:   Hon Rupert Digby, Rookwood Farmhouse, Stockcross, 

Newbury, Berks. RG20 8JX.  

_______________________________________________________ 

 
REUNION 2019 – 12th to 14th April 2019 
 
Report by Debbie Taylor, our Hon. Secretary 
 
I’d like to say thank you to everyone that was able to make this 
year’s reunion, whilst a smaller number attended, I’m sure you 
would all agree that it was a relaxed and enjoyable experience.  
The facilities at the RMC, along with their friendly, helpful staff 
was excellent.  
 
Arriving at the hotel early Friday afternoon, I found Keith and 
Carol Batchelor unloading and setting up the archive in the HMS 
Hood room, helped as always by Alan Edinborough.  

mailto:rupert@rookwoodfarmhouse.co.uk


During the afternoon other members arrived either to check in or 
returning from visits to the Historical Dockyard or Gun Wharf.  
We all met around 1900 for an enjoyable dinner which was held 
in Horatio’s restaurant, with our president Rupert Digby & our 
furthest travelled members Finn and Cecilie Nesvold (Norway) 
and Rosalind Hall (from Scotland) also arriving to join us, 
following which most members adjourning to the Victory bar for 
a drink and catch up. 
 
Saturday arrived too blue skies and after a hearty breakfast the 
Committee met at 1000, to ensure as the Chairman said, “we were 
all singing from the same hymn sheet”. Followed at 1100 by our 
AGM. The minutes of that meeting will follow this report. “Up 
Spirits” was ordered at the close of the AGM. 
 
With the afternoon free, and with the dockyard and Gun Wharf 
within easy walking distance, members dispersed. After a lovely 
lunch & chat with Alan & Jean Edinborough, I did a final check on 
the Gala Dinner preparations and took myself off to the archives, 
where I found Keith, along with Rupert & Charlotte Digby 
showing around the founder of a Dorset Tank Museum.  
 
Pre-dinner drinks were served in the Compass foyer, and guests 
started to arrive from 1800, with our guest of honour 
Commander Rob Noble from HMS Sherwood arriving around 
1815, followed by our Cadet, his mum and seven further guests 
from TS Cossack and the London District Sea Cadets. 
 
Our Dinner was served, and eventually we were on to the coffee 
and a glass of Port. The latter of course for the Loyal Toast. The 
Chairman asked everyone to be upstanding and then made the 
toast, responded to by all by our diners. After welcoming 
members and guests to our 28th Annual Reunion Dinner, the 
Chairman asked our President to present the Admiral Vian Award 
(a bosun’s call and a gift voucher) to TS Cossack’s most promising 
cadet of the year, Cadet George Tutt.    George was described by 
his unit an inspiring young man, who had recently joined the 
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senior section from the Junior Sea Cadets. They said he shows 
lots of potential and even at the age of 11 we have identified him 
as a young leader. George already holds many qualifications 
including his supervised coxswain certificate for rowing.  
 

After the presentation, Cdr Noble gave a short talk about the 
origins and future of HMS Sherwood, in which he emphasised the 
importance of the Naval training facility within the Midlands area 
and indeed the joint service base it resides on.  
With the formal part of things over, the raffle was held, first prize 
the bottle of Pussers was won by one of the Sea Cadet instructors, 
to much cheering from the others in the Sea Cadet party!  
Entertainment was a local DJ who played long into the evening 
with music ranging from Vera Lynn to 60’s pop. During the 
evening Keith was kept very busy with many of our visitors 
spending time in the archives. It was also nice to see the 
contingency from the sea cadets staying to enjoy the evening, 
before their two hour journey back to a training camp where they 
were hosting cadet training for the next few days. 
 
As the evening continued, some people started to drift off to their 
rooms, but a good number stayed to the last song. Another 
enjoyable and successful reunion dinner. 
 
Next morning, Sunday, after an early breakfast it was a 0910 
departure for those of us attending Sunday Service to take the 
short walk through the Historical Dockyard to meet two church 
wardens who escorted us to St Ann’s for the Palm Sunday service, 
followed by coffee and a chat.  
 
Then back to the RMC for our final farewells to both those 

members heading home and the few remaining on until Monday 

morning.  

       Debbie 

___________________________________________________________________________ 
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Minutes of the AGM 2019 Meeting 
 

1.   Meeting commenced at 1100 on Saturday 1st April, the 
Chairman, S/M Ken Satterthwaite, called the meeting to 
order and welcomed everybody.  

2.  The Chairman then asked all members to stand for a two 
minutes silence to remember those who had passed over 
the bar in the past year. He read out the names of those 
departed.  

3.   Next came the acceptance of the minutes of the last AGM, 
these had been published in Newsletter June 2018, no 
objections were received from any of our members in the 
intervening period. The Chairman therefore asked for a 
proposal for their acceptance. Keith Batchelor proposed, 
and Rupert Digby seconded this, and it was carried 
unanimously.  

4.   Up next was the Chairman’ speech… in brief; he commented 
on the success of the new venue, subs staying at £5 per 
member and that we were heading into our 29th years of 
the association and the upcoming anniversaries. 

5.   Next the Chairman turned to financial matters, namely 
acceptance of the Accounts for the year ended 31st March 
2018. A copy of which had been published in Newsletter.  
There had been no objections or questions raised, and it was 
proposed by Keith Batchelor and Rupert Digby seconded 
that the accounts be accepted. The proposal was then 
carried unanimously.  

6.   The Hon. Treasurer Debbie Taylor then gave her Financial 
Report. She asked members to look at the provisional 
Income and Expenditure Report printed on the reverse side 
of the Agenda which had been given to those attending. She 
then stated income was steady and that the main costs were 
the upfront costs for archive storage for 3 years, the new 
website design and upfront running costs for the next 3 
years.  Plus, the subsidiaries given to members attending the 
2018 Reunion. It was noted our finances are in a good state. 

7.   Next up was for the election/re-election of officers. The 
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first was to elect a new Secretary, Debbie Taylor stated she 
was willing to continue in her role as Secretary if no other 
volunteers were forthcoming, none were. Alan Edinborough 
proposed that she be re-elected for a further period of two 
years. This was seconded by Keith Batchelor and carried 
unanimously. The next position was that of membership 
Secretary, the Chairman stated that S/M Peter Harrison was 
willing to volunteer for the foreseeable future and had been 
helping Doug with this year’s subs, Neville Bloomfield 
proposed that he be elected and seconded by Rupert Digby, 
all voted in favour. . Keith Batchelor then stated a big thank 
was needed for S/M Doug Parkinson who had served the 
position loyally for several years.  

8.   The Chairman stated that this was his last year in office and 
that posed an issue of who would become Chairman after 
the next AGM, the name likely to succeed him was a non- 
serving member and as it stands the Constitution didn’t 
allow for this as it was drawn up at a time when the majority 
of members had served on HMS Cossack, now this wasn’t 
the case, also no provisions were stated for holding AGM’s if 
there were no long a reunion. As it stands the Constitution 
doesn’t reflect the association as it stands now, he then 
proposed that the Constitution be redrafted this was put to 
the members who agreed and it was proposed, that Keith 
Bachelor, Ken Satterthwaite and Debbie Taylor come up with 
a new draft.  The chairman asked if there were any further 
changes to consider before he signs the final draft. None 
were raised and members accepted the constitution as it 
now stands. 

9.   The Membership Secretary, S/M Doug Parkinson, gave his 
report. See his report in the newsletter. 

   10. Next, Keith Batchelor was called as Archivist to give his 
report. See his report also in the newsletter. 

     TS Cossack Donation, it was agreed to give a £500. 
   11. Next up was the future of the newsletter, it was noted that  

S/M Peter Harrison wished to keep it going for as long as he 
was able, this was received warmly by members. The 
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Chairman pointed out that more members needed to 
contribute articles.  It was also felt that we should be 
encouraging more members to receive the newsletter by 
email where possible, with a copy also available on the 
Website.  This would reduce time and cost and would allow 
the newsletter to keep going in some form or other if Peter 
no longer wished to continue in the role. Provisions will 
always be made for those members without an email 
address to receive a paper copy. 

12. The new website is now live and can be accessed via 
www.hmscossack.co.uk .   Whilst the design stages have 
been completed there is still much work to be done adding 
information, proof reading and updating all the information 
we hold on the ships & shipmates, Keith Bachelor and 
Debbie Taylor will continue over the coming months & year 
to update the site. The previous site which has served the 
Association well and is still a great source of information 
will continue to be available for reference for the next 12 
months.  Members can contribute to the new website by 
sending information to hmscossackinfo@gmail.com  . 

13. Date and Venue for the next reunion. It was discussed and 
agreed to stay with the Royal Maritime. So, the next Reunion 
weekend will be 17th – 20th April 2020.  

14. Any other business, The Chairman reminded everyone that 
next year’s reunion falls 60 years after the last Cossack was 
decommissioned and that we would make this the theme of 
the next reunion.      

15. Finn Nesvold then made quick speech about the progress 
of the new museum at  Jossingfjord with work having been 
started, he also updated us on the possibility of showing 
next year the documentary about the Altmark Incident from 
a purely unbiased point of view made by Geirr Haarr and his 
team which will be shown in Norway,  later in the year.     

     The Price of Neutrality A documentary on the Altmark 
Incident with voice over by Geirr Haarr 

     Filmfolket AS and SRS Media are producing a documentary 
focusing on every aspect of the Altmark Incident. They have 
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looked at what took place before the incident in Norway, 
from the moment Altmark left her port in Germany in 
August 1939. They have scrutinized what the Norwegian, 
German and English governments were doing during 
Altmark passage through Norwegian waters. And they have 
closely examined the diplomatic negotiations that occurred 
after the event. 

16. With no other business the Chairman said that the next 
AGM would be held on 17th April 2020, declared the 
meeting closed and ordered UP SPIRITS. 

  
FOLLOW-UP NOTE; Keith Batchelor showed interested members 
the new website.     As a reminder The Secretary’s Debbie Taylor’s 
email address is  secretaryhmscossack@outlook.com  
The archivist’s email address is keithbatchelor10@gmail.com 
 
BY EPH   I am embarrassed to say that I can’t put in here the 
reports given at the AGM by the retiring Membership Secretary or 
that by the Archivist.   I haven’t received them!   About two weeks 
after the reunion I received a report from Doug Parkinson with 
the title ‘Membership Report for 2019 AGM—updated 
17/4/2019’.   However, since it has been ‘updated’  I won’t include 
it here - it is however given on page 4.   As far as the Archivist’s 
Report is concerned, Keith Batchelor’s remarks in the report on 
page 5 show that there was some important discussion regarding 
the archives so, if I can obtain a copy of his AGM report I will 
include it in the next newsletter. 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Crossed wires Down Under 

Recently I received an email, via our website, from the head of a 

group in researchers in Canberra asking for some help,  Here it is: 

We have been researching the Royal Australian Air Force’s 
Marine Section. Mentioned in one report was where HMS 
Cossack was visiting Manus Island during December 1952. 
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While at that island members of the crew went ashore for 
swimming off the beach. Two officers were swept out to sea 
and were rescued by the RAAF Search and Rescue launch 
just on dusk on 12 December 1952. After being treated for cuts 
and abrasions as well as shock the two officers were returned 
back to their ship. 
 
It goes without saying that had full darkness fallen before they 
were rescued then the results could have been dire. 
 
The incident is being included in a book that is being written.  
 
We would like to know, firstly,  what class the Cossack was? 
(One source on the Internet stated that it was a destroyer that 
was torpedoed during the war!) 
 
Secondly, is there any record of the names of the two officers 
that were rescued? (While the RAAF report recorded that they 
were officers could they have been ratings?) 
 
Would appreciate any information. 

Even as I read it the first time I knew it was wrong.   I had of course 

served in Cossack from late 1951 to early 1954 and would have 

remembered a visit to Papua New Guinea where Manus Island is.   

Our sphere of operations during 1952 was Hong Kong - Japan - 

Korea and it wasn’t until the Korean War ended in 1953 that we were 

free to visit other parts of the station.   Even then it was only to 

Singapore, Malaya and Borneo. 

Still more damning was the fact that we spent most of December 

1952, including Christmas, off the West coast of Korea.  How could 

we possibly be in two places at once? 

I knew of course that in the period 1956 to 1958 Cossack had made 

visits down South to Saigon, Bali, Fiji, New Zealand and Australia 

but had never seen Manus Island or PNG mentioned.   Anyway, 

surely an official RAAF report wouldn’t get the date wrong, would 
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it?   I sent an email back giving all this info to them - and waited! 

       Peter Harrison 

PS   I had almost finished putting this newsletter together when a 

reply came.   If you want to know more, turn to page ?? 

_______________________________________________________ 

 

SOUTHWARK SEA CADETS UNIT REVIEW  

Unit Review 2017  

 

I am delighted to announce that Southwark Sea Cadet Unit 
have been awarded an Efficiency Burgee for 2017. This year 
saw our score of 85 beating last year by 9 points. This is 
testament to the hard work and “can do” attitude of the Cadets, 
Cadet Forces Adult Volunteers and Unit Management Team 
Trustees attached to Southwark.  
 
District Officers Summary  
TS Cossack has, on the whole, had a very good year. The unit 
has improved in most of the lower scoring areas from last 
year’s review, specifically on areas A2 and A3. It has been very 
pleasing to see the staff team at Southwark offering support 
outside of the unit environment. The unit will want to look at the 
retention of cadets in the coming review year; although the unit 
retention is low, the unit’s recruitment and overall numbers are 
up on last year’s RNP. Once again, Southwark have exceeded 
the Annual Boating hours target with 98% of the cadets 
achieving waterborne qualifications. This is a testament to the 
well planned and executed training schedule for the unit.  
The unit now has a date in place of the 1st August for the 
handover of Command to SLT James Thompson. This will be 
an exciting time for the Ship’s Company and District look 
forward to seeing TS Cossack continue to provide an ever 
evolving cadet experience. District would like to take this 
opportunity to thank Lt (SCC) David Bradbury RNR for what 
will be just shy of 11 years Commanding TS Cossack.  
Lt Cdr (SCC) G Tolley RNR – District Officer  



London Southern District Sea Cadets  
 
Area Officers Summary  
 
A well-oiled Unit was on display when I visited to conduct TS 
Cossacks 2017 Unit Review. The Unit has clearly had a good 
year and has managed to achieve progression in many areas 
during the Review period, evidenced by 11 out of the 21 
sections recording an increase in score. UR on Westminster is 
reporting some impressive scores, with 12 of the 21 sections 
scoring 5 and another 5 sections returning a score of 4, this 
leaving only 4 sections sitting at 3 or less.  
Southwark cadets benefit from a great HQ building which is 
looked after well with all notices and information being up-to-
date. Whilst they are some way from any water, this has not 
stopped them getting cadets afloat, reflected in their boating 
hours sitting at 32.28. On visiting the classes, it was clear to 
see that the cadets are doing well at TS Cossack, all seemed 
engaged and happy to discuss what they enjoyed most about 
Sea Cadetting, and indeed what they have planned for the 
remainder of the year.  
 
The committee support the unit well and seem to have a good 
handle on unit finances and fundraising. All areas are 
compliant with all 3 audits achieving the top score of 5.  
 
This year will see a change of OiC for the Unit with Lt Bradbury 
handing over the reins to S/Lt Thompson on 1st August once 
he has completed both the JOSC and CTC courses back-to-
back in July. This handover signifies an exciting new chapter 
for Southwark SCU which should be embraced. My thanks 
must go to Lt Bradbury who has shown nothing but dedication 
and commitment to Southwark SCU over the last 10+ years as 
OiC, with many cadets having benefitted directly from his 
guiding influence. His remaining time must now be spent 
guiding and training S/Lt Thompson through the handover 
period, hopefully remaining on hand for the new OiC to call 
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upon into the future.  
 
To summarise, TS Cossack remains a solid Unit offering a 
great Sea Cadet experience to its cadets, this is testament to 
the adult team who are pulling in the same direction, BZ’s to 
you all and keep up the great work.  
 
Cdr (SCC) M Chittock RNR - Senior Staff Officer  
London Area Sea Cadets  
_______________________________________________________ 
 
Crossed wires Down Under (continued) 
 
This is the reply I received: 
 
 
Thank you for your reply. 
 
Looking at my handwritten notes I see that the actual date of 
the incident was 12 December 1957! It seems that my poorly 
written seven was mistaken for a two. I do apologise for the 
error. 
 
However, the name of the ship was definitely given as 
‘Cossack.’ 
 
The RAAF base on Manus Island was called Momote while 
across the harbour was an Australian Naval base at Lorengau 
– unsure whether it was prefixed by HMAS or had another 
name. Perhaps records show Cossack at either of those three 
places. 
 
Anyway, we have enough information to include in the book but 
having the names of the two RN men would have added a bit 
more interest. 
 

So, the book isn’t a work of fiction!   Can we find out more though?   
Not for them, for us.   We still have at least 10 members, including 
our Chairman and our recent Membership Secretary, who were 
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serving in D57 in 1957 and surely news of this incident would have 
been round the ship in no time.      Does anyone of you remember it? 
And, if so, please tell us about it and their names if you knew them. 
Thanks, 
        P.H. 
_______________________________________________________ 

 

Newsletters and the Archives 

 

You may remember that in the last newsletter I made an appeal for 

members to let me know if they had copies of the first few 

newsletters sent out after the Association was formed.   To be honest I 

didn’t think I’d get much of a response.   And I didn’t!   Not one! 

 

Anyway, I’ve now finished digitizing the early ones that Alan 

Edinborough lent me and I’m as confused as ever.   It’s apparent from 

reading the early ones I have that there were some even earlier ones 

but how many and when they were issued eludes me.   I doesn’t help 

that the late George Toomey often did not number them or date them.   

That’s as well as his dire spelling, grammar, typing, and photo-

copying.   But, God bless him, he started it all. 

 

I’d like to make a timeline but I wouldn't know when it should start!   

I didn’t attend that first meeting, at which the Association was 

inaugurated, at (I believe) Southend nor do I know on what date it 

was held.    Peter Marchant had a place card/menu for the 5th Annual 

Reunion Dinner.   That was held at the Goffs Park Hotel, Crawley on 

11th May 1996, as were the two previous ones.   Prior to that, two 

reunions were held at TS Cossack’s Unit HQ in Crawley, in 1992 & 

1993 and I think these were the first after Southend.   These two at 

Crawley could hardly be called “Dinners” as one had sandwiches and 

the other fish and chips brought in from the local chippy (good fun 

though!)   That would make the Southend first ever meeting in either 

1991 or 1992.  

 

Help!   Somebody please put me out of my misery and give me some 

real information. 

       Peter H. 

19 


