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Chairman’s Chatter
(by Ken Satterthwaite)

Again I have recently received my 2017 reunion joining instruction 
from IOW Tours which I am sure you all have as well, it seems to 
come round quicker each year, but that’s not bad as our reunion 
weekend are well worth attending. You will also notice that the 
association’s funds are subsidising the reunion weekend again so not 
only is it a good get together of old ship mates but cheap at the price.

I along with other members will be attending Portsmouth Cathedral 
on Friday October 28th to mark the 75th anniversary of the sinking of 
LO3 we will also be dedicating the new stone at the bottom of the 
Naval War Memorial Southsea common so if you are not attending 
on the day it will be there for you to see at the reunion in April 2017.

Well I have had a busy year, I don’t know about you, what with 
getting our garden in shape, a 80th birthday celebration in the family 
and some sea time , well river time, on a cruise up the lower Danube, 
though it has kept me out of mischief. Budapest is fantastic at night 
from the river and as so happened some of Hungary’s river navy 
sailed past in the morning three patrol craft, see photo’s below.
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Well, all good things must come to an end and so do I with the 
memory of a great year.

It would seem that is my lot for 2016 so all it leaves me to say have a 
wonderful Christmas with whoever you may be celebrating it with 
and all the best for 2017.

“The past is our definition. We strive, with good reason, to escape it, 
or to escape what is bad in it, but we will escape it only by adding 

something better to it- Wendell Berry 1983”

‘The Navy’s Here’.

Ken Satterthwaite  
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MEMBERSHIP MATTERS

Report by the Membership Secretary 

The Chancellor is not the only one giving “Autumn Statements“ 
so here is Cossack version!

In common with the majority of previous years this is usually a 
very quiet time.

Membership remains the same as in the last Newsletter namely:-

Full Members 67
Associate Members 36
Life Members 10
Hon Members 5

Total 118

The above figures take account of Roger Card’s passing over 
the bar reported elsewhere

As indicated in the last Newsletter the new format for including 
Membership card details on acknowledgement letters is starting to 
work. Not for any new member just someone moving address whose 
subs payment slipped his mind but gratefully received non the less.

You may not be aware that the Association has two White 
Ensigns which are available for use at funerals. These have been used 
three times in recent months and families have indicated their thanks. 
Should anyone come across a need let me know when I can post an 
ensign out with included return instructions.

Doug Parkinson
_______________________________________________________
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OBITUARIES

May our departed find a safe harbour for ever more

_______________________________________________________
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Shipmate Roger Card

It was with some sadness that Patrick and I attended Roger Cards fu-
neral on Thursday 8th September at the South Devon Crematorium.

Roger had not had good health for sometime he lived alone but had 
a very reliable carer who looked after his needs.  Roger was taken ill 
at home on the 18th August and subsequently passed away the fol-
lowing day.

Roger joined the Navy I 1956 as a boy seaman his age at the time is 
unclear he always said he lied about it to join up . He started his time 
in HMS St Vincent and then went to join HMS Cossack as his first 
ship, from there he served in several other ships including HMS 
Crofton and HMS Belfast. He also served in HMS Vanguard as 
Commodore Ron Young's Batman

When Roger married Patricia, whom he had met in Malta where she 
served as a Wren, the Commodore ordered the chef to make their 
wedding cake and gifted them a bottle of Vodka

They lived in Exmouth where Roger started a successful catering 
business and continued many other ventures during his working life.

Roger was a very generous person and helped many  youth clubs in 
the Exmouth area, and he will be remembered for his kindness espe-
cially his �200 cheques sent to the Association for the reunions.

Patrick and Valerie Gaffney



WHO ARE THEY?

As our regular readers will know, we have shown a few of the 
photographs gathered over the years by our Archivist, Keith 
Batchelor, in the hope that some of the faces in the might be 
recognised by our readers.   Can’t say there has been a fantastic 
response so far, but rumour has it that S/M David Rees has identified 
himself as being one of those in photograph No. 6 from the last 
newsletter.   Evidently the photograph is of the ship’s rugby team 
(1958-60 commission).   If it’s true perhaps he can identify some of 
the others in the team.

Some more photos from K.B.’s collection are shown below and on 
the next pages.   Sorry about the quality of some of them but it should 
be remembered that they were scanned from photographs taken over 
50 years ago and with not very good cameras and in poor lighting 
conditions.   Anyway, please help if you can. 
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ARMISTICE DAY AT THE NATIONAL DESTROYER 

MEMORIAL IN THE HISTORIC DOCKYARD CHATHAM

We have received information from the Chatham Historic Dockyard 
Trust that the annual Act of Remembrance will again take place at the 
memorial on Friday 11th November at 11:00 and would welcome our 
members.

The proceedings will remain short and fairly informal and will be led 
by the Revd. Andrew Huckett, Chaplain to the HMS Cavalier Asso-
ciation and will include Last Post and Reveille, wreath laying and 
prayers following the two minute silence.

Up to six complimentary tickets are offered to visit the galleries and 
attractions of the Dockyard during the rest of the day for representa-
tives of the Association and their partners.   Further tickets over that 
will be available at a concessionary rate of �14 each.

We are required to give names of those wishing to attend to them by 
24th October.   So time is of the essence.   If you wish to attend, 
please give your details to our Chairman, S/M Ken Satterthwaite, by 
phone or e-mail no later than Thursday 20th October.

_______________________________________________________

RNA & NAVAL ASSOCIATIONS “MINI CRUISE”

29TH SEPTEMBER - 2ND OCTOBER 2017 

Our Chairman has received details of the above from the Confedera-
tion of Naval Associations (CONA) and these details are reproduced 
below.

You may notice that the date shown on their heading is 90 years into 
the future but I think that might be a mistake! 
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(MV Marco Polo)

PROGRAMME
1900 Sail Liverpool Fri 29 Sept 17 0800 
Alongside Dublin Sat 30 Sep 17 1900 
Sail Dublin Sat 30 Sep 17 0800 
Alongside Cobh (Cork) Sun 01 Oct 17 1400 

RNA & Naval Associations 'Mini Cruise’ 29 
Sep -02 October 21O7

Get your 'Station Cards' ready and dig out your 'Steaming Boots', 
White Chefs T Shirts and slippers for evening rig. Buy your 'ickies' 
from the Ships Office and fill in your 'Bedding Card' when your 
lifejacket is issued. Leave your civvies in your locker!
Never mind the three cans a day rule on this War Canoe the 'Tot' is 
back in vogue and you can drink as much as you want with the 
'Drinks inclusive package' of just �15 per person (Sadly you have 
to buy 3 days worth!). This includes; House Brands Wine, Draught 
Beer, Spirits which includes RUM! and other alcoholic drinks by 
the glass from all Bars (excluding premium brands).
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Sail Cobh (Cork) Sun 01 Oct 17 0630 
Alongside Bristol Mon 02Oct 17

MS Marco Polo is a 22,000 ton Cruise ship fully stabilised and air 
conditioned. All that is required is a �100 deposit (per person — or two 
payments of �50 one now and the other by 3lst Jan 17) to confirm 
your place on this unique cruise. This mini cruise is currently exclu-
sively booked for RNA Shipmates and CONA Association Colleagues 
however, this is only for a limited period and if not booked will be 
open to others to fill up cabin space. To that end all are requested to 
book up as early as they possibly can. So why not come along and 
swing that lantern!

Unfortunately although it asks for a �100 deposit, it doesn’t say whether 
that’s the full amount or to whom or how it should be paid!   However, if 
anyone is interested I’m sure there must be a way of finding out.
_________________________________________________________

IT’S TOP GEAR ALL THE WAY WITH FRANK THOMAS

Whatever else, you can be sure that Frank will be frank about his 
feelings about others.   Here’s another one of his musings from his 
time in Cossack (1947-49).   So sit back and read on.
It takes a certain type of person to foster the ambition to take a 
motor vehicle to sea.   It might be seen as a bit of a “show-off” 
if one had an aircraft carrier at one’s disposal.   After all, one 
could actually drive around the flight and hangar decks.   But, if 
one has only a destroyer on which to stow one’s motor vehicle, 
problems immediately become apparent. 
The first problem is where to stow the vehicle.  Destroyers are 
not built with much unused deck space but if one set of torpedo 
tubes is missing, the problem of space is solved.   It was.
Next comes the necessity for protecting the vehicle from the 
weather.   This is a big problem because weather comes from 
above and from below, and destroyers have little freeboard 
abaft the fo’c’sle.   One can wrap one’s vehicle in tarpaulins 
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and tell the clouds to do their worst; but nothing stops the sea 
from washing across the deck even before it gets really rough.
In the course of three or four days at sea it is usual for the 
decks to get a good soaking.   If one puts a motor-vehicle on 
the deck it gets the same treatment, to the extent that every-
thing one needs to use the vehicle on land it first needs to be 
made roadworthy by a gang of stokers and ERA’s.

This was probably only possible because the RN does not 
have a recognised trade union.   If the vehicle supplied by the 
dockyard is in good condition at the outset it can be made to 
be presentable and useable fairly easily.   The vehicle given to 
our Captain was not at its best and was reported to be the 
worst that the dockyard had.   It was a Jeep but whether a Ford 
or Willys I cannot remember.

Once it was embarked the Watchbill was changed.   I do not 
remember the G.I. asking whether I could drive and, if so, 
whether I had a Navy licence, but perhaps he did.   As it hap-
pened I did have a Navy licence, acquired in Ceylon at HMS 
Myeema.   So I found myself the Captain’s Motor Coxswain.

The Captain was not an easy person to get on with.   Among 
other failings, he lacked a sense of humour, unlike our First 
Lieutenant at that time, of which more presently.

One Saturday afternoon when we were alongside in Hong 
Kong the Jeep had been landed and I was called away to pick 
up the Captain and another 4-ringer near the Law Courts, and 
to take them to Happy Valley racecourse.

I got as far as the Dockyard gate onto the road and stopped to 
see that the way was clear.   As I tried to engage the lowest of 
the three forward gears I found that it would not do so.   It was 
the same for the middle gear.   I only had top gear and reverse.   
But I had to tell the Captain so I drove in top gear only to the 
Law Courts, jumped out and saluted and told the Captain the 
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Jeep was broken down.   With a face like thunder he told me to 
take the Jeep back to the ship, which I did.
Just as I was climbing out to go inboard and tell someone that 
the vehicle had broken down, the First Lieutenant came down 
the gangway dressed for riding and carrying a saddle and rid-
ing crop.   In those days of 1946/47 there were no professional 
riders and no horses.   It was all service, or civil service, riders 
– on ponies.

“Ah, Thomas”, said the First Lieutenant, “just the man I want.   
“Take me to Happy Valley”.

“Can’t Sir.   The gearbox has broken down”.

“Nonsense, man.   The ground is flat and you have driven back 
from the City.   If you could do that you can take me to Happy 
Valley.”
I couldn’t find an answer to his logic so climbed back into the 
Jeep and started the engine.   I was about to get us movong 
when the First Lieut. told me to wait as others were coming.   
Two more officers came down and climbed in, and again I 
made to get moving but, again, the First Lieut told me to wait, 
for one more!   I told him that the maximum legal load was four, 
including the driver, but he said it didn’t matter, one more would 
not hurt.

So we eventually went to Happy Valley and arrived at the wide 
main gate which was duly opened for us by the Chinese gate-
keeper and I drove onto the forecourt.

Right in front of us was the Captain and his friend!   His face 
was some sight.   Normally he had a sallow complexion but 
this was now blotched with purple.

I told the First Lieut he had cost me the job (not that I really 
minded as it wasn’t pleasant) and suggested to him that in the 
circumstances the least he could do was to mark my card.   I 
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got hold of one and he marked the names, not of the ponies, 
but of the riders he thought would win.

I followed his advice and as there did not seem to be a clause 
in K.R.’s and A.I.’s to stop me, I bet on each race.   So did the 
Captain (it was all Tote betting) but whereas the First Lieut’s 
choices won all but one race, I did not see the Captain collect 
winnings once.

The Watchbill was re-written over the weekend! 
__________________________________________________

Can you help?

We were contacted recently by Rachael Carter-Eagleton about 
something she found when having to clear her parents house 
after her mother’s death and her father having been taken into 
a care home.
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What she found is shown in the photo above.

The photo is actually in colour but of course you will only see it 
in black and white.   She asked if we knew what the black rib-
bon was and whether it was to do with the cross and thought it 
must be some kind of award.

I replied that the black ribbon was an HMS Cossack cap ribbon 
and that the only probable connection between it and the cross 
was that the wearer of the cap on which the ribbon had once 
been worn had probably purchased one of the many Chinese 
ivory souvenirs sold ashore in Hong Kong or Singapore.

I could be wrong of course and maybe one of you knows bet-
ter.   She came back to say that she knows of no naval con-
nection in her family, although she wasn’t too sure about her 
Uncle, Horace Carter.   The family surnames are Carter on one 
side and Eagleton on the other but Eagleton doesn’t appear in 
our records for L03 or D57.   There are no Carters in our re-
cords for L03 but several for D57 - but no Horace. 

Please get in touch if you know anything about the cross, or 
about Horace Carter.

Thanks. Peter Harrison
__________________________________________________

ON THE LIGHTER SIDE

The contributions to put us in a lighter mood this time come from 
very high up, no less than our Chairman Ken.   You didn’t know that 
he had a lighter side did you?

For some reason, wives tend to like this joke........

In a dark and hazy room, peering into a crystal ball, 
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the Mystic delivered grave news:
"There's no easy way to tell you this, so I'll just be 
blunt. Prepare yourself to be a widow. Your husband will 
die a violent and horrible death this year."

Visibly shaken, Laura stared at the woman's lined face, 
then at the single flickering candle, then down at her 
hands.

She took a few deep breaths to compose herself and to 
stop her mind racing. She simply had to know.

She met the Mystic's gaze, steadied her voice and 
asked, "Will I be acquitted?"

___________________

Most seniors never get enough exercise. In His wisdom God de-
creed that seniors become forgetful so they would have to search 
for their glasses, keys and other things thus doing more walking.
And God looked down and saw that it was good.

Then God saw there was another need. In His wisdom He made 
seniors lose coordination so they would drop things requiring them 
to bend, reach & stretch.
And God looked down and saw that it was good.

Then God considered the function of bladders and decided seniors 
would have additional calls of nature requiring more trips to the 
bathroom, thus providing more exercise.
God looked down and saw that it was good.

So if you find as you age, you are getting up and down more, re-
member it’s God’s will. It is all in your best interest even though 
you mutter under your breath.

17



18

___________________

Nine Important Facts To Remember As We Grow Older

#9 Death is the number 1 killer in the world.

#8 Life is sexually transmitted.

#7 Good health is merely the slowest possible rate at which one 
can die.

#6 Men have 2 motivations: hunger and hanky panky, and they 
can't tell them apart. If you see a gleam in his eyes, make him a 
sandwich.

#5 Give a person a fish and you feed them for a day. Teach a per-
son to use the Internet and they won't bother you for weeks, 
months, maybe years.

#4 Health nuts are going to feel stupid someday, lying in the hos-
pital, dying of nothing.

#3 All of us could take a lesson from the weather. It pays no atten-
tion to criticism.

#2 In the 60's, people took acid to make the world weird. Now the 
world is weird, and people take Prozac to make it normal.

#1 Life is like a jar of jalapeno peppers. What you do today may be 
a burning issue tomorrow.

Many thanks Ken.



AND FINALLY

A couple of reminders.

1.   The Blessing Service to commemorate the loss of HMS Cos-
sack (L03) will take place at Portsmouth Cathedral on Friday 28th 
October at 1:30 pm.

2. If you served in HMS Cossack and haven’t given our Archi-
vist, Keith Batchelor, a copy of your Service Certificate he would be 
most grateful if you would do so.   

_______________________________________________________

That’s it Folks

Just be careful out there
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