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Chairman’s Chatter
(by Ken Satterthwaite)

Another great reunion under our belt and it was good to see you all 
there. I would like to thank not only IOW Tours, but also our 
Secretary, Debbie Taylor, for their excellent work, a big ‘Bravo 
Zulu’.  It shows now that although we are reducing in numbers, we 
are still a viable association and will continue to be so for some 
considerable time.

As you are aware I was asked in 2014 to revisit the constitution as 
there were some concerns that it did not fit with the current 
membership. I have therefore drafted out an amendment which will 
be included in this newsletter for you to vote on.   Please return the 
enclosed vote so that we get a fair return.

On a sad note, as you may be aware one of our stalwarts has crossed 
the bar, Alan Quartermaine, though I am sure there will be more 
about that further in the newsletter.  I am planning on attending the 
funeral on the behalf of the Association.

On a happier note though I have been in contact with the Honourable 
Rupert Digby, who if you remember is the Grandson of Captain 
Sherwood who commanded LO3 at Narvik.  He has agreed to be our 
President, so we welcome him into that post and look forward to him 
along with his wife Charlotte at the 2017 reunion.

Talking about the 2017 reunion, I expect you will be reminded by our 
secretary, it is the  last W/E of March not the usual second W/E in 
April this due to other bookings, but it will return to the normal date 
in 2018, if we stay at that venue.

On a final note, I was voted in as your Chairman for another two 
years; I thank you for your confidence in me, or was the queue 
short!!!
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“Even though counting heads is not an ideal way to govern, at least 
it is better than breaking them-Learned Hand-March 8th 1932”

‘The Navy’s here’.

Ken Satterthwaite    

_______________________________________________________

MEMBERSHIP MATTERS

Report by the Membership Secretary 

There has been no change to membership numbers since the reunion 
in April so the figures shown in my report within the AGM minutes 
are still correct.

The thin tickle of subscriptions prior to the reunion has got even 
thinner.   At mid-May there are still 31 outstanding.   This really is a 
last reminder to those who have not yet paid so to remain a member 
of the Association there is only one answer - pay up.

Since the AGM there has been a thin trickle of subscriptions 
arriving. At today’s date there are still 36 outstanding. Please note we 
will not be sending any reminders so try and remember to forward 
subs as soon as possible.

Elsewhere you will probably read about Geirr Harrr’s 
presentation at the AGM. We had invited a member of Navy News 
editorial staff to come along and the result way beyond our 
expectations and so swiftly too to get into May’s edition. Almost a 
whole page. We also were fortunate to have someone from the Naval 
Museum archives to sit in on the presentation.   I hope we will be 
able to get more about it in the next newsletter. 

Doug Parkinson
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OBITUARIES

May our departed find a safe harbour for ever more

_______________________________________________________

The Corfu Incident - 1946

Our late Shipmate, Alan Quartermaine, was due to attend the reunion 
at Southsea on Saturday 9th April but on that day we received a 
phone-call at the hotel to say that he was unwell and unable to get 
there.   It was of course to be worse than that as you will have seen 
from the obituary.   A couple of weeks before he had sent in another 
article for the newsletter and as a further tribute it is given below.
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S/M Alan Quartermaine
Alan Quartermaine has been a stalwart of the Association since he joined and, 
over the years, has provided us with many articles for the newsletter but, in the 
early hours of Sunday 17th April, Alan passed over the bar.

Alan, who served in D57 1950-51 as a Leading Seaman was a stalwart of the 
Association and has provided many articles for the newsletter over the years.   
He also belonged to the 8th Destroyer Association, the Leander Association 
and the Corfu Incident Association and at least once travelled out to Corfu to 
mark one of the anniversaries of that incident.

Having been a TASI for a few years before leaving the RN he was a natural 
for the position of Parade Marshal for the 8th DA at their reunions although 
most recently he had the position of Church Liaison Officer on their commit-
tee.

Those of us who knew him will certainly remember him.

The funeral will be at Banbury Crematorium, Hardwick Hill, Southam Road, 
Banbury OX16 1ST at 2pm on May 26th.   It is understood that the family will 
scatter his ashes at sea, probably some time next year.



The Corfu 
Channel 

Incident. October 22nd 1946
The Corfu Channel has long been an International waterway through 
which passage of Warships and Merchant ships is a right. The 
Channel was only three miles wide. The Channel had been mined 
extensively by the German and Italian Navies in WW2 but had been 
swept by the RN after cessation of hostilities in the Mediterranean.
In May 1946 the Cruiser HMS Orion and the new Cruiser HMS 
Superb whilst in transit using the Channel were fired upon by 
Albanian Shore Batteries. Neither of the ships was hit. HM 
Government complained strongly to the Albanian Government.
The RN in the Med was getting back to peace time routine. After 
the Fleet Regatta at Nuaplia the C-in-C Med Fleet, Admiral Sir 
Algernon Willis , gave orders that the Corfu Channel passage 
was to be checked again.
The Cruisers HMS Mauritius (CS1) HMS Leander in company with 
HM Destroyers Suamarez (Capt D )and Volage arrived in Corfu and 
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anchored off the town for a few days. I cannot remember complete 
details but onboard "Leander" we painted the ships side with 
Pussers grey paint, some of which was exchanged for Drachma 
under the bows of "Leander", (there being a shortage of paint 
ashore for Greek fishing boats.)
On the 21st October 1946 (Trafalgar Day) a Senior Officers meeting 
was held on CS1. No one had any knowledge of the next day's orders 
for the 22nd October. On the 22nd October all four ships weighed 
anchor and proceeded North. "Leander's Captain Otway - Ruthven 
got on the ships Broadcast system and mentioned that two RN 
Cruisers were fired on in May by Albanian shore Batteries. He said 
"We are about to go North into those same waters, and if we are 
fired upon we will fire back until every gun is silenced." All ships 
were at "Action Stations". I was closed up in the 4" TS which 
controlled the twin 4" guns on the Starboard side. (2x4" Seaman 
and RMs.) Ships were in "Line Ahead", HMS Mauritius flying the 
flag of Admiral Kinahan (CS1) followed by HMS Saumarez (Capt 
D). HMS Leander and HMS Volage astern of Leander were two 
miles astern of the first ship.
All ships kept to the Mediterranean routeing board instructions 
(MEDRI), at approx 1500 a large explosion occurred beneath HMS 
Saumarez , opening her hull on the Starboard side below the Bridge 
to No 1 Boiler Room. Our communications operator in the 4" 
Director reported what had been observed , Saumarez on fire ,oil 
fuel tanks ablaze, fuel burning on the water along her Starboard side, 
Saumarez has a list to Starboard. CS1 signalled to Leander to 
overtake Saumarez and maximum speed to proceed to sea and make 
for Corfu Roads to prepare for any situation and to act as necessary. 
CS1 ordered Volage to take Saumarez in tow as she was drifting 
towards the Albanian coast and shallow waters.Volage with great 
skill passed lines across to Saumarez, but the lines parted. A short 
time later Volage got her stern lines across again for the tow. No 
sooner had Volage got the tow with Saumarez moving when her 
bows hit a mine. Volage still had her propulsion system working , so 
her towing speed with bows blown off a tow speed of 2 to 3 knots 
was the best that could be achieved. Part of Volage's bow was 
making the tow difficult, but then this part of the bow disengaged 
and broke off.
Leander went to a two watch system to receive the Volage and 
Saumarez after a dash to the island of Corfu to rescue wounded 
personnel and to secure and take in tow the damaged destroyers.
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It was in the evening that the Volage was sighted towing Saumarez. By 
this time certain ships of the Med Fleet had arrived. The destroyer 
HMS Raider began hosing down fires on Saumarez. The Aircraft 
Carrier HMS Ocean with her Fire Fighting teams. A very important 
arrival was the Hospital Ship "Maine".
Investigations took place in the Hague. (GB v Albania).RN 
Minesweepers (Algerines) on "Operation Retail" swept the channel 
again and 25 German mines were cut. A mine came up with the sweep 
gear and was rendered safe. It was of German manufacture , clean 
paint and no marine growth. It was a GY mine , one of the German's 
largest mines left over at the Yugoslav Munitions Depots. These mines 
carried GOOIbs of explosives. The "left overs" were at various depots 
from Trieste in the North Adriatic and at other locations down the 
Slav coast. The Court Case at the security Council and internal courts , 
obtained some legal dynamite ,a Lt Cdr ex Royal Yugoslav Navy, (pre-
war,now in the new Communist navy), supplied evidence for the 
British case. He was working on two small vessels which were fitted 
out to carry mines and appropriate rails to carry about 30 mines each , 
including minesweeping gear. His job was to get the temporary 
communication equipment up to date by 17th or 18th October. The small 
ships were Mljet and Meljiue. This officer had fallen foul of the 
Communist regime. He wondered why both ships loaded up mines and 
then disappeared during the night ,at a time when the Adriatic was still 
being swept from Trieste to the Aegean Sea. In 1950 the 
representative had met three times. The Albanians said they had no 
money for reparations(?).  Damages to HMS Saumarez put at 
�750,000. Damage to HMS Volage put at �75,000. Compensation for 
Pensions and Expenses for HMG �50,000. Totalling �875,000.
The Leander had completed her Guard Ship Duties at Trieste so went 
back to Malta to dry dock. Both destroyers had been towed back to 
Malta, with Volage being in the next dry dock to Leander being fitted 
with a new bow, Cost �9,000. Suamarez �4,000 as scrap.
N.B. Some years ago a Survey ship in the area of Corfu detected 
wreakage. After finding it , it was decided it was part of the bow 
section of Volage. Also found were mess traps and other RN related 
items.

The Men Who Died
HMS Destroyer SAUMAREZ
(mined not sunk 22 October, 1946
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RATINGS 
Killed
BRIFFA Victor B.D. Assistant Steward
MORRIS Ronald, Cook
WINTER, Brian J. Leading Radio Mechanic
WINTERBOTTOM Sam, Able Seaman

Died of injuries
BEVAN Leslie Oliver, Stoker 1st Class
De BATTISTA Antonio, Leading Steward
EVA Stanley John. Leading Cook
HALES Gordon Henry, Able Seaman
SAYERS William H, Acting Leading Stoker 
WEAVER lohn, Leading Seaman
ZARB Salvatore. PO COOK

Missing presumed killed
ATKINSON Bernard, Leading Radio Mechanic
BECKETT LAUNSTON B, COOK

BUTCHEH. Donald Gcorge, Stoker 1st Class
EDWARDS William A D, Writer
FISHER Robert, Acting Able Seaman
FORD William J N, ERA 5th Class
FRANCES Vcrnon. Able Seaman
GALLAHAR. Enoch J, Telegraphist

GERMAN Raymond, Able Seaman (Radar) 
GOODS Trevor W , Stoker 2ns Class
HALL Francis R, Telegraphist
HOLMES Norman, Able Seaman
KITT William J H, Acting Leading Stoker
LEWIS John Able Seamaan
LLEWELLYN Frederick B, Able Seaman
LOCK Samuel, Stores Petty Officer
MALLIA Francis X., Assistant Cook
MUNN Reginald H, Petty Officer Writer

PARSONS Ernest William. Chief Petty Officer
PINE, William H, Stoker Petty Officer
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ROSS William P J, Acting AbleSeaman
SCHOLES Frank M, C.P.O.Telegraphist 
SPEIGHT, Gordon, Ordinary Telegraphist
STAERCK, Walter John, Able Seaman
WILSON, Henry J.R.T. Acting Leading Telegraphist

H.M. Destroyer VOLAGE
(mined not sunk 22nd October 1946)

Officers
Missing presumed killed
Sub-Lieutenant (E) H.G. Price, RNVR

Ratings
Killed
KNOTT, Joseph Petty Officer

Missing presumed killed
BROOM, Harry G. Leading Stoker
CHANNELL, Archibald J. Stoker Petty Officer
LOCHLIN, James L.A. Stoker 2nd Class
MILLSON, William E. E.R.A. 3rd Class
TAYLOR, Cyril J. Stoker 2nd Class

Died of injuries
KEETON, Cyril Stoker Petty Officer

A.Quartermaine HMS Leander

Ex Corfu Channel Naval Association.

_________________________________________________________

THE CONSTITUTION

As you will have seen from the Chairman’s Chatter, he and the 
Committee have been at work on a revision to the Constitution to make 
it more fitting for the current membership.   Enclosed with this 
newsletter is a copy of the current Constitution (2014) with the 
paragraphs which are the subject of amendment highlighted in red.   
Also enclosed is a revised version (2016) which incorporates the 
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amendments.   Because the changes are fundamental it was announced 
at the 2016 AGM in April that they should be put to the whole 
membership with a full postal vote, rather than just those attending the 
AGM.   To this end a stamped and addressed reply postcard is also 
enclosed for you to record and send in your vote  The card will be 
stamped for those in the UK but, sorry, it is impossible to do the same 
for those living overseas. 

Your vote matters so, please, mark a cross in the box against your 
choice and send it off.   Thanks.  

________________________________________________________

Minutes of the AGM 2016

1. Meeting commenced at 1100 on Saturday 9th April, the 
Chairman, S/M Ken Satterthwaite, called the meeting to 
order and welcomed everybody.

2. The chairman then asked all members to stand for a two 
minutes silence to remember those who had passed over 
the bar in the past year. He read out the names of those 
departed: 

S/M Captain A.D. Hutton
S/M Eddie Gillam
S/M Derek White
Mrs Margaret Howe

*   Please see the footnote and apology at the end of this   
report. 

3. Next came the acceptance of the minutes of the last AGM, 
these had been published in Newsletter No. 2-2015 –
June, no objections were received from any of our 
members in the intervening period. The Chairman 
therefore asked for a proposal for their acceptance. S/M 
Jack Price proposed and S/M Peter Hampstead seconded 
this, and it was carried unanimously.
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4. The Chairman’ Report… in brief; he gave a quick update 
on where we were as an association and then explained 
about our VIP guests from Norway Geirr Haarr, Magne 
Ostby and Svein Rune Skilmanb who would be giving a 
photo- based presentation straight after the AGM on LO3 
and her time in Norway, including the Altmark Incident,  
followed by a brief outline of a film documentary they are 
making about Norway during WW2 which also included 
footage of the LO3 and former crew members.  

5. The Membership Secretary, S/M Doug Parkinson, gave his 
report. He said that at 31st March the membership stood 
at a total of 128.   Using the “old” definitions, soon to be 
updated if the revised Constitution is approved, we have:-

Life Members 10
Full Members 74
Associate Members 39
Honorary Members 5

He went on to say that it had been a relatively quiet year 
with just 5 losses as follows:-

1 Full Member had died
3 Full members had defaulted on subs
1 Associate Member had defaulted.

Looking at subs receipts so far for 2016 he said that there 
were 45 members (Full & Associate) who had not yet 
divvied up but of course they were not due until 1st May.   
By custom we do not delete them from the database 
unless they are still in default on 1st August.   However, if 
all those outstanding were to default just look at how thin 
we would be at 63 in total!

On another matter he said that back in February he had 
received a package addressed to him personally under the 
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Association’s name.   On opening it was found to be from 
“Veterans Funerals UK” who said that the group had 
established a working partnership with CONA  and the 
RNA to ensure best possible end of life care.   They said 
that they were also custodians of Veterans Funeral Fund.   
“Their aim is to enable veterans funerals to be somewhat 
cheaper than generally available.”    He said that he had 
brought along the contents in case anyone wanted to look 
at it.   Their website could also be accessed at 
www.veteransfunerals.co.uk.

However he said, his chief concern has been “How did 
they get my name and address and was everyone in the 
Association being targeted, ie database being hacked”.   
On investigation it appears that they got my name off the 
website where mine is the only name and address given, 
for contacting re Membership.

He then changed his hat from that of Membership 
Secretary to that of the Associations PR Officer and gave  
brief details of publicity achieved.

For those of you who do not get the Navy News, he said, 
or were not amongst those still drying off after the 
dedication at Alrewas of the bench in memory of George 
Toomey, Navy News included both a picture of the bench 
(with drowned rats to the rear) and a good write-up og 
George’s activities in association founding.

He said that now, right up to date, Geirr Haarr sitting 
amongst us will be, as the Chairman has already said, 
giving us a presentation later so I’ll say no more about 
that.   However, the plan is for Navy News to join us to 
hear it.   Furthermore we have Heather Johnson from the 
Naval Museum coming along too.   Cossack is good news!

6. Next the Chairman turned to financial matters, namely 
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acceptance of the Accounts for the year ended 31st March 
2015. A copy of which had been published in Newsletter 
No. 2-2015 – June and was available on the committee 
table for those who had not seen them.  There were no 
objections or questions raised, and it was proposed by S/
M Jack Price, and seconded by Keith Batchelor, that the 
accounts be accepted. The proposal was then carried 
unanimously. 

7. Debbie Taylor was then called as Hon. Treasurer to give a 
brief outline on the associations Financial standing.  She 
asked all members to look at the provisional Income and 
Expenditure Report to 31/03/16 and then went through the 
report. 

She then put forward the committees suggestion that the 
monies received from the George Toomey bequest now 
be incorporated into the associations funds, rather than 
as a separate one, this was carried unanimously. She 
further stated that the committee felt it would be 
agreeable to again use part of the associations funds to 
subsidise members accommodation at next year’s 
reunion and again this was carried unanimously. 

8  The Chairman raised the question of amending the 
Constitution to allow various committee posts to be held 
by Associate members.  As the committee felt all members 
should have a say it was decided to hold a postal vote. 
Details of the proposed changes will be giving in full by S/
M Peter Harrison in this newsletter. 

9. The next item on the agenda was for the election/re-
election of the Chairman.  S/M Peter Harrison took over 
the Chair so that the position of Chairman could be voted 
on, S/M Ken Satterthwaite stated he was he was willing to 
continue as Chairman and with no other volunteers 
forthcoming, Debbie Taylor proposed that he be re-elected 
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for a further period of two years. This was seconded by   
S/M Doug Parkinson and carried unanimously. 

10.Next, Keith Batchelor was called as Archivist to give his 
report, a copy of his report is given below.

11 The Hon. Sec., Debbie Taylor gave a brief update on the 
new website project which Keith Batchelor and I, along 
with a web designer and assistance from S/M Peter 
Harrison hope to have a draft copy on line by September, 
any suggestions of content or submissions would be 
warmly accepted.

12. Date and Venue for the next two reunions were 
discussed.  It was again discussed about a possible move 
for our Reunion to be held in Eastbourne, however as 
Easter falls early next year it was decided by a show of 
hands to take the date of the 31st March to 3rd April 2017 
as this was the only date available until June at the Royal 
Beach.  The following year has also been provisional book 
at the Royal Beach but members were asked to suggest 
an alternative venue in Eastbourne for the committee to 
check out. If you do suggest a venue, please ensure it is 
on level ground, has wheelchair access, and plenty of 
parking . 

13. Donations to charities for 2016, the Chairman asked for 
suggestions from the members present. S/M Peter 
Harrison proposed that we should again make a donation 
of �500 to TS Cossack (Southwark Unit SCC) and this 
was seconded by S/M Brian Hibbert, and carried 
unanimously. 

14. Any other business, the Chairman said that he had one 
item of other business. He proposed asking the Hon 
Rupert Digby to take over the position of President now 
that Admiral Eberle has stepped down on health grounds. 



All in attendance agreed.

The Hon. Sec. then proposed that as it was the 75th

Anniversary of the loss of LO3 that we use some of the 
funds to place a memorial stone on the Portsmouth Naval 
Memorial with fitting words and arrange for a short 
blessing at the Portsmouth Cathedral by our plaque.   This 
was agreed.

15. With no other business the Chairman said that the next 
AGM would be held on 1st April 2017, declared the 
meeting closed and ordered UP SPIRITS.

*   Due to my error the name of S/M Eric Eaton was missed from 
those read out at the beginning of the meeting.   When the 
Chairman asked for a list of those who had passed over the bar, I 
gave him the list but, as I had put Eric’s date of passing 
incorrectly as 22nd July 2014 instead of 2015 in my records, his 
name was missed off.   I sincerely apologise to Mrs Alma Eaton 
for the hurt I must have caused and to the Chairman for any 
embarrassment he suffered.   Peter Harrison

________________________

The Archivist’s Report 2016

Once again it has been a very busy year with many enquiries from 
not only the UK but places like Russia, Canada and the USA amongst 
the various countries.   I have sent many CDs out.   Norway has also 
featured as usual on our list with information being swapped about 
L03 and its visit to Skjelfjord which Geitt is going to talk about later.

The collection continues to grow - we now have a 1950s Leading 
hand uniform and if anyone else had any uniform items at home I 
would welcome them being donated to the archive.

Debbie Taylor and her mum, Jean, have done a splendid job by 
visiting the RN archives in Portsmouth Dockyard and provided me 
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with approximately 500 pages about D57 and the second Cossack.   
The information on D57 had been incorporated in “The Life of D57” 
which has kindly been proof read by Peter Harrison.   The history of 
the second Cossack is still a work in progress with 250 pages still to 
be examined.   What we have so far is available in the archives.

There are still files in both the National Archives and in Portsmouth 
which need to be read when time allows.

A request by a member of the public to the RN Museum at 
Portsmouth was passed to me as it was regarding a dog tag from a 
possible crew member of the ALTMARK.   I am waiting for replies 
from various institutions in Germany to see if we can trace the family 
of the the person to whom the dog tag belonged.

The Society of Archivists are looking to publish a short article about 
us in their magazine.

To finish - the usual plea - those who have not done so please write 
up your history now so your efforts to support this country do not get 
forgotten.

Keith Batchelor

_______________________________________________________

Reunion 2016 Report

The report on the reunion will be included in the next newsletter.
_______________________________________________________

L03 - 75th Anniversary of the Loss

Most members will know that COSSACK (L03) was torpedoed on 
23rd October 1941 but stayed afloat, although fatally damaged, until 
the morning of 27th October 1941 when she sank..

The names of those who died are commemorated on the Naval War 
Memorial on Southsea Common but nothing indicates the ships lost 
during the war.   Some small tablet memorials to ships lost have been 
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allowed in the area by the War Graves Commission and our Hon. 
Sec. has been pursuing one for HMS Cossack.   Things are coming 
together and she has arranged for a blessing service to be held at our 
plaque in Portsmouth Cathedral.   We had hoped that it could be 
arranged for 23rd October 2016 which would have been on the 75th 
anniversary of the torpedoing,   However, the Great South Run will 
be taking place in Portsmouth on that day and road closures, etc will 
prevent access to the Cathedral and the Memorial.   It has therefore 
been arranged for 1.30pm on 28th October 2016.

More details will no doubt be available in the next newsletter but to 
help in the planning, if you wish to attend please indicate that on the 
reply-paid postcard along with your vote regarding the revised 
Constitution. 
_______________________________________________________

Can you help?

My name is Merry Swan and about 7 years ago I put together a 
collection of my Dad’s cartoons, poems and ditties called ‘Jack the 
Lad RN’.

I now wish to write a ‘love story’ about my Mum and Dad’s early 
married life together. They met on 8th May 1946 on the Royal Albert 
Hall steps, where many Jacks and Jennys were generally 
accumulating in celebration of VE Day plus one year.

Although I have some of my father’s letters to my Mum and a few 
cine film cuttings, I would love to hear your stories of joy or loss as 
you built your relationship with ‘your one’ – the long distance 
romance, meeting by proxy, financial hardships, borrowing friends’ 
clothes, discussions about whose parents you would start young 
married life with or cruel landladies at digs, food rationing (if 
applicable), young children, transport and so on.

With the information collected I would like to include some details 
within my story so as to give it a deeper and meatier feel. Obviously 
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names and places will be changed to protect the innocent!

Some have been kind enough to share their stories already, however I 
would like many more so please feel free to email me on 
merryswan@hotmail.com or phone me on 01835 830606 (leave a 
message and I will phone you back). My address is also available for 
those wanting to write (ask Peter Harrison for it).

Thank you in anticipation.

Merry Swan

_______________________________________________________

ON THE LIGHTER SIDE

EATING IN THE FIFTIES and SIXTIES

Pasta was not eaten in Australia.
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Curry was a surname.

A takeaway was a mathematical problem.

A pizza was something to do with a leaning tower.

All potato chips were plain; the only choice we had as whether to 
put the salt on or not.

Rice was only eaten as a milk pudding.

Calamari was called squid and we used it as fish bait.

A Big Mac was what we wore when it was raining.

Brown bread was something only poor people ate.

Oil was for lubricating, fat was for cooking.

Tea was made in a teapot using tea leaves and never green.

Sugar enjoyed good press in those days and was regarded as 
being white gold.
Cubed sugar was regarded as posh.

Fish didn't have fingers in those days. 

Eating raw fish was called poverty, not sushi.

None of us had ever heard of yoghurt.

Healthy food consisted of anything edible.

People who didn't peel potatoes were regarded as lazy.

Indian restaurants were only found in India.
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Cooking outside was called camping.

Seaweed was not a recognised food.

"Kebab" was not even a word, never mind a food. 

Prunes were medicinal.

Surprisingly, muesli was readily available, it was called cattle feed.

Water came out of the tap. If someone had suggested bottling it and 
charging more than petrol for it, they  would have become a laughing 
stock.

But the one thing that we never ever had on our table in 
the 50’s or 60’s.....

“Were Elbows or Phones!”.

_______________________________________________________
And finally

Never Forget History

Ever wonder what happens when you 
forget history or are nationally arrogant?
JFK'S Secretary of State, Dean Rusk, was in France in the 
early 60's when DeGaulle decided to pull out of NATO. 
DeGaulle said he wanted all US military out of France as 
soon as possible.
Rusk responded "Does that include those who are buried 
here?"

You could have heard a pin drop
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~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
A Royal Navy Admiral was attending a naval conference 
that included Admirals from the U.S. , British, Canadian, 
Australian and French Navies. At a cocktail reception, he 
found himself standing with a large group of Officers that 

included personnel from most of those countries. 
Everyone was chatting away in English as they sipped 
their drinks but a French Admiral suddenly complained 

that, whereas Europeans learn many languages, the 
English learn only English. He then asked, 'Why is it that 
we always have to speak English in these conferences 

rather than speaking French?'

Without hesitating, the British Admiral replied, 'Maybe it's 
because the Brit's, Canadians, Aussie's, South Africans, 

and Americans arranged it so you wouldn't have to speak 
German..'

You could have heard a pin drop.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

AND THIS STORY FITS RIGHT IN WITH THE ABOVE...

Robert Whiting, an elderly gentleman of 83, arrived in 
Paris by plane.. At French Customs, he took a few minutes 

to locate his passport in his carry on.

"You have been to France before, monsieur?" the customs 
officer asked sarcastically.

Mr. Whiting admitted that he had been to France 
previously. 

"Then you should know enough to have your passport 
ready." 
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The Englishman said, 'The last time I was here, I didn't 
have to show it."

"Impossible. You English always have to show your 
passports on arrival in France !"

The English senior gave the Frenchman a long hard look. 
Then he quietly explained,

''Well, when I came ashore at Gold Beach on D-Day in 1944 
to help liberate this country, I couldn't find a single 

Frenchmen to show a passport to."

You could have heard a pin drop.
_______________________________________________________

And finally finally

My thanks to Anne Smith for the her contributions for “on the lighter 
side”.   They are a real help.

However, I could do with some help from others of you out there.   
Despite how it may seem, quite often there is not a lot going on 
within the association with which to fill a newsletter.   If you come 
across anything interesting, sad or funny, or something you just wish 
to get off your chest, which may be of interest to other members, 
please send it in to me.   I don’t guarantee to publish it but probably 
would.
Thanks. The Editor (aka Peter Harrison)

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++  

THAT’S IT FOLKS

BE CAREFUL OUT THERE


